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WHAT IT MEANS TO BE
STAFF CAPTAIN
A conver3ollon wllh Trevor [one, 3econd in commond of
ot Cunord's Queen Mory 2.

by
Rlchord H. Wogner

h. rirl.'oFopLin" js nd $lf{xplerory. A
lihl intrtEdioD leld sn b inply th{
ihc p.tun in rhd pGnid is in ch.4r ofrh. D.r

ror Li. smhdy sG desli*d for ! lif. at
s H. *6 bom in nthm EnBldd in rh.
bwnolWmlich. rhcrc on€ H.nry VIII main-

hin d o lenol for his nsvr, His fmivs busitr $
w6 iD Dcpfod, which hod bo ! slipbdldi4 FnLr
in Tudor iim.s. And. he arew up in ccnsich, which
eD. hov. 6ll.d th. narilim. dpilll of lhc so d.

'GeNich Pdk D6 my pllygbu.d a I Ep !p.
TIEE wB dE Cutty S.i( .id th. Mririn. Musm
sd rti. Rot l Navy Colk8!, rh. Rorrl Obenrbry.
e.c lll rhines rhd I gB up w,th - - I gp up sur
ound.d by mririm. hisry.'

At rh. .ge ofM, L4 *c ir . rv.l uifom
.d.ndi4 . nuri.d shml Wnd h. ra 15, h€ 3i3n€d
ind.nrures sirh Peninsular & o .nral srean
Nivi8rtion Conpdy (P&O Line) ed o yce lder h.
wcnr ro sa 6. €der. 'My frsr rdp ra on r !B*n-
3d ship €lled ihe Gs.va. I wcnr our ro asn6lir. md
thrn I $s subl.! if you likn ro &scm Alshliin
ShiDping Compdy, rhich us.d b tun shiF ennd
Aufili. dd hp€n md d..ryh.E i. b.Mcn. h *6
r 8o.d *!y to b€ d s bc.e rh.y cmi.d 100 ple
egc6 md h.d fi* c13o h.rch6 $ *n.n you div.d
in Hdg Kd& fd cmph, too wfr rhfr for fit.
dtys uhil. d dieh..Bd md lddd drgo."

"My .pFdic.ship lasr.d fdr td6 durin8
*hi.h rime t @v.rEd Erao shiF, onbin.r ships
tnlc6--.llkindrddvridi.sof difr.trIships. Bd
ona I quliti.4 | [w.nt] b PAO3 pes$n8.r ditbion.
I sp€ mdy yes on th. Cinh.m ind *$ invoh.d
in thr rar in rhe Falkldds .s rh. ship's nari$ro.
Thd, I tusfeftd lon P&O lo PrinF$ Cruis.s dd
wo ed ny My up b chicf officd ol $. Royrl
lrinc.s, shich tu nov tn.Aemic."

''In l99l.nyfeilrandl dejd.d ro cmiSnt

sml ot rh. ship. Ho*.w, n t d . hmu
'BUM posnio.. Simildy, *hile th.E e en
dddts ol b.in! . chi.f of srldden!str6p
bin s 6p.mibilhi6 rh.t &d mr cdpl&ly d.$ribc
rh. job. S..ii8 rhc d.f.ren . lhe slltf {pbin is
&co.d.d onboid, it k cl.dly a D€$iSious pdnion
but b mey p.$.n9.6 irs eru.l p

To nid olt *hir i st f sptain ds. I spo&c
Nitn TBvor tin. rho ir lh. Slrdc.ptrin on dr oltlE
n61 pBtisious p'sgsd ships in sie lod.x
Cu..d'3QwM.ry2. I.o.d.rbgdo idaofhow
m beoh6 . sbff sFrin, I iiEi lsked cildin Ld.
to orliN hB ffi. Thd, e spol. .!out *trl b.i.A
rlE sl!trc.'l.i. on QM2 -tu lly involvd



\|tor quire a fe\ )o^ dqr:
Viic.tr!v n)llrlJcn,ncs. had -lonen r lilu lrrrn[
(.lrnh'r rnd hrd n c hendr in tsrilnh (o rDhir
\l] nn,\ \c.c !c^ \otrng rnd m) \ir'. mJ | llcrd.d

ouk lbcV !Nu \u '
lsL d so. \r cfli!'duJ t) (anrni ir 199.1 lhhr
nef ho .l. I un lli 'r.$ Ctunc\ lid ..n!d rl'c
Brn sh Lo un,[ir r.'r] (orpotu(ior'

L.rn. \o'lcJ li)r ll \cm ortrlrJi"3 Lrr(
l;tric5i',rl'!\d.' rnnr lrrirah(iilunrbii lkN$dr.
\h$  h i \ . 1 ' i J r  lmc . l rgc .  h .  ds i Jcd  n ) .dm i  k ,
llrs hilh ilh 11,.li.d rld hc N
sii',! pa$cnslr \hps r, r u(r.r.
\.rt.\P.riutrrc r n$rrlt\ d rL
lcfi rlr runc nh^r4 n le'rl $h.i-r h. rhnrr
rlnr hc | \o'lnrg tri) hird. hd N
rhere h.!rr{ 1,. \rrh tr, h.. nor EL
rlrcr. l ititu Jn\iD! I rin] ofd,
c \ cO d r )  l ' ( r  sd ' r l . r Ld  l l , i \ c rna lh  ' de r . r  t r h r
I  ngo i ' , s r i do \ tun  l l .N . t r i )  c
Thc r .no l r l r d r )  d . r c l , ) ps rs rdc \c l . p { . }Nh  L l l c
r l , i r ssA)o r  so  r l ,  s  I t uu id rha io0 . .D t  nDsdn l
nr ncud rc t)nu \ rlr rhln sirmrn!$ b rr'q d$dl
oF-d. llo d lhtr,! \'s le$ lhnll.tr3Lig rh \hxr I
! . ( l r s !  t i c ' nD  l r  r r \ r l k r  l i J
chrl ursu IhcclnLlu'scr!{llJ
rl'e\ fc\. rl'crtrclrr\ lhn liri prorid.!rh3r ri"d ol

llrD Eru.,nrs h rrr !din i"du{'1 i" l0r1
l.N rc..tr.n i !-lsnrarud Eri!
tr l | joE^ nu\u\hi|\

(htr&tudrl\. l( \d\cd dr .i!hr did!.ed 5h p. rn.

).ft ticrirnl ll 'c\. rirrsln ldn rl
rn,nc\riLp( &hhlrf lt i!!$ h r
sh  x \ r ! \ n lN t r ' l i ' l  vb t r i l r s l , i f  h  i r rd r \ . i r \ r n ' l J

Yotr h rcak aMut rltrc. i'rh!.

d r \ ! n \ r ^  {n ib r r th i \ r i r en . \e r$ncd . l r i r J$ !o , l

l)Ltrr'8 r|l\ prriLii scni.r offir.^ rioD,
'l (umr,j Lin. \{c hci"!

flr Rd, ot nt sntl t \flrnt

\,rtt qt,u, h,1r1,0, d.),,,4 v,t,:

hc nxn llNi,r on (rMr i! *cond in connrtrd
.l dir n,ir llLNcvlr he is rL$ or. or rltrlc
dcprn c lrrtl\ \l,o .cpod Jnecrl) brhc!i'tl

hir. rhc .r|t. n\i tui',s rh. chiel eng]recf {rL rl'L
horclnrr gcr ri,unnu*.n rvirhi,r fic nrll !rtirir\

Jqr'nne i5. di\cM \.r.fimdo8
lhc mon pro'ninci. ol lr^ torriDribiliri.s ,r

()mmrnd ofrh. shlps bad8. \rhil. rlr c|Prrli h[cs
dncdcommrnd$hcDrhcnrh n.'rgi"rortuividspdn.
ftc nrll crplain r$istr rlr cltrtir tri(l i\ adiveLy
tr()!d i'r rltrlc opcdloN. Ar \.d. i'r! n'tu llr
\l'in i\s!iisdirri8hrsp*drnd rl'c nghr dLtodtui iirlr
!rfi cipki'rr rcspoNibili.J- M.rd!ci rct)onirgb rhc
!ril!iprain.to rhc s\ \arcri.rccplis olli!$s \ ho drivc
od nnq!{.rhe shipoi a d!)ro.da) hr\n

"\hen rhe) r. nor nrniDs r|. ship. rlrr all
ha l c  o rhc r ta l l s  rh . r rhq  f tNoL \ !d \ i $  I ns l$c lo f
E\'rr\ihilil) rhi rh.) hr\! d.rnr\ trIim \h!r r.ir
r l ' c ]  ,K  ' \ l l o rd r ' n . t o ,nF rnadr  | t r  g \ rnp le .  an
olli!d nrish b. di\n'g lh. rhip rhtr d!)nriis aiJ rhn
ridmft{ he ma} be prcparins rhc rr lchrnthar kdis
phlrd by rhc Pariliotr P..l rar rl'. i.\r !l}rgc. As
!nrllasrhat is. r lor olp-.pl.ldJl d rhur hck.hrnMd
lhc hns trsEoin! torhc $o't |l.n drp!tr rhc pdi ri

rl'c \tu,gordc( ndocs ior snr d! sNnsNrd,.orli
dci!c i'r !lid wcarcdoi"! qi hcr"

Pcrl'lps lcsel!n'onn'{h(dl onr! r i'nNn.N.
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b rhc n.inc'fu. 6f rh. shiD. In ln. Fsr. nch ofth.
n.i .iua or p.ssg.r ship6 Ms don. durin8 p.ri.
odi. Eiils in shipyd&. Uo*evd, rhr.nis iDdusd'
hc b..oh. s dD.iitiv. lnd n is no lona.r f6ibl. ro
LL ship6 d of sdic. a ond a .h.' *R in rh.
Dd. Th*foc, nG of th. n.intne. ha b b. 0..
fom.d *hik dr ship G und.rwly-

"A ship lik ihh n*dr coniint minrdrnc..
pldicul|rly sine ir h b!ftlins back lnd fonh rcm$ rh.
Arldtic in h6h condhioB. I .l$!6 lik b @ rh.
nlog/ of dedirrt- Tr ship ir liL your erh - - if
yd lcp dEd ck n .rd yo! k€9 'or glns halthy.
dEE {ill not b. pobkm. Brr ifrh.E rE !rcs rhlt
you don t k€p cle.n. th.E E poblems On ! ship, any
lsumulrlion of sli or did sill aus. $. .quivrlrnt of
r €viy. il ll €us rh..quiv.l.nl of dsy. So.,ou
*d to *co ir elt .nd din frc."

"ld6lly, yd uld tcp.ll ofrlE ship cL.tr .ll
l||.lim.. olr dris C r u nr!. o!.. I.000 b.lcons
6!l iF lll d06 cryi.g o for conriant clmi.g.
ltoE oE places dul e th. id.il esmDl. of. eh lmp
- - box6 lhar G op.n ro d. s thll N going to fill up
uid| rh {d dirt Of coue. you dl kct tn€n .ll
c&Lllly ch.. bcqr qric. ld ol tim els e
siring i. lldr e gu.i! @ sini.g n.x! ro lhq q
u.&moth lhen. You hav. b pict your rime. It is lll

"Y6lrdan E w6 paintins b.ltrid b{t
uh.r w did s |tgrch uho *B aoi.a d rdt
t.focn d, wc sl d. on6 going oi ldr lft r*-
inA \*ttrld yd Dind if rhilc y@ N
in ed Ddnr ydr 6il@ny, ft ht6 a lol olmnrinorion
b.rw..n ditrdr d.prnnenrs *oi.inr od wneE *e

"Th. se* otdE ship i Mllr anmuje
rioi bdt.fl ,ll ofIlE d.portnots, , .v..ybody D&F
tuding *h orh.u ie6 od byirg to eolt logerh.,
b Eblv. $sn. Und.Ellndiry rhd my pionty ooy bc
pdrring i bilsy but rh. horel moag!/s prioriry is
hli.g ce of.h.t Buar. So, sne*ry w. iNe ro com.
b. .mpmis. h4&* in tt'e od dE 3u.st Fnr bc
h.poy if th€ b.lcdiy ir dny. h k CmplwiF dd Fi-
ori.iz.. *hich i! *hr tou t4in ro do M ! hog p..iod
of.im.. Ydu hin to 6. r (u,8s ro mm.g. lhes sat-

'Ev.ry $ on.n. yd sEt i crvity. You set
&c.y. thn dcly ha ro b. Med nuch ri. se My
crh.nydEDb|n.& if IE ik{y irslfh,s ro h.
E'@d. lr h jGr likc h.ving ydr r.cth drill.d and rfi.
dc.y $rr.d oui. On ! ship, it ulu.lly hc & be
Fmov.d wirh rn old-fBhion d chiDpiru hanm.i You
b!5h rwly rh. run lnd lhd you wie bflih our rh. ri.'nEn. you h.h io lill rh. hok ud p.int o rop of rhc
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iol., Thc prcbl.m lh.E as.i. ir hd do yo chiel,
scmN dd mlk. ! noie ond nill not imo& on tn.
gud6 onberi .xF.i.rF.'

Mrinr.i.ing rh. .xLdor of dE shiD is o.ly Fn
of rh. b.!L. "&l@ w h.v. r lor of h*r - - b.lld
t n*s lnd n6h srt.r t rks - - thn n€d simih eF
tion, Tney oll h.w sFciol cqti.g! on rhd. Th. ship
is only fiv. y.!6 old s mosl ofth$e cortings !E o*.y
burno@lingisp.rf6(Ev.rybon nyouBd.but-
dM of! Nlina.nd rhd hG ro b. d..h $ith .!n dG
.d. Yo 6n dly oFn up . ril *h.n yo e in DoG
howdei so. |w yo hd. rh. pr.6km. n tu p..fdbl.
lo wod odsid. sh.. in pod b.q!s. I do ro1*Mr to
disiu.b lh. gu.tt but I cm o.ly wort on lh.l!n* in
pon, Funns compourding th. p6bld b .h. frcr rhr
*irh 26 tu$llalic cm$ings. @n, QM2 h rd in
,on lhd on n. Also, En dE 3hir is d dche h r
coi* po.r rh. $. p..91. sho do $. midd.m c

'I onlyh.v. l5 Den. Th. numb€rof s6fr in my
d.prbenr js mt pfoponion.t b rh. 3i2. of .h. 3hip.
5o. you h,vc (o g.r rh.. muci 'm dr ofdE otr.nd
lh.r isdq's. ch.ll.qr - - 6.i.A.fficidrt aidr you
lim. md widr th.ir ljn. rnd yirh dr @Ed td'v.
3ol ld oah.lls in lh. an lnil on!tu. prioririzing.'

Aho rcponing !o lh. 5raff 6Dbir is QM2'3
ef.ry ofa,cer whc EFBibililb includ. hinirS th.
cw tn .mrg.ncy pr!.dtc. Thh ship hc 2:
lif.bots ..d th6 Eds 22 ch: b mrn rlos
lilebQri All olllEn h.r. ro b. enif:d- Tn r h.t.
ro F$ m .nn in b.i.g ibl. to t.*. ce of r lif.bo.r.
As pNple com. up lhrcuBh lh. Enli, we n*d ro kcD
lminins F.pl.. fftG tli.in8 isl urudly siven whd t
pct:d bd.G ! sup.Nis ( nm.8s, cEw ftm-
tc6l *tu n.E prM .hfl$lB b h. .bk ro bt
ch!e. ofr grcup ol Fopl.. In rodi/s cl.{1 rc hrk
quir. a Lv .$isl.nl housk .FE. Th€y e in chr8.
of gbnp6 of b.dmn stewnn! F th.t cm b€ in .h.4.
of grcupd of p.shgs' Th.y havc rhar *ird of p.r
$mliry Dd u l$dl. dul lyp. ol BFNibili9.'



Alo.g.h. se lin.s. sofcty.quipme't sKh trs
$e lifeboaG har ro be D.riodicall! lested in otler to
ned lelal FquiFm.8. For csmple- et!ry five
taB. rhe MCA. th. Sov.min! ludDrir_r for rhe shiA
Equi6 s ro r.e shdne. thc lif.b@b on ln. d,vns
$ill oke th..quiral.nt scigh of lto pople plur l0
p.@r [in o oera.rc,_ lop sito'rionl. what rh.!
u.t to be suE ofis tid )o coud nop ifrotr \ert
lo$.rirg rh. boa. at tull iFcd .nd Jlu sddfl! E,lir
rh.r rh.€ wa doth., boot ciughr hdem€$ n. You
c.n imagin. if 3 h.rr i6 lhlt lind of *€ishr in ir md is
go inB lu l l sp .€ddo*n  rs ide .dere isa lo to fdynan-
i. iorce on rnos. dovits if yotr suddenly iop n.
Yesrerday, we rcre doing rlos kind oaGns.

''Tn n. in tn. bo.krcund, rhe smriry isEo'nB
on. I hove a ecurity oltcd *ho Iales caF of nde of
th. ilay{o-dry dming of rni4s hur I m rsponsibl.
fq lhe surilv ofth. ship. $i hare a sfraf 16 d rhd
nom.n. s<une' i' ! rcn hisn p.ofil. 6F..t of rh.

The Furiry foEe is non publicly Fn chet-
ing lDs rd nnning di. m.hl derecro6 b) the ships
3m8vays. 

'whcn $dy e nor on rhe &nglan rh.y do
nre runds. $ rh., .r pdtnllins rhe ship 24 houd !

'''ft.ecu ryoln.er inlcsrigaresallof nreacc!
denrs. lfyou havc r diplnd fallrype accid.trr. he \ill
inveniFre rhat.nd subnit hir Epon rorhe.hiefolice.
rdrEp.dnfibd.sl$r."

A Elar.d rsponsibiliq k Frfmine eter)
ch*ks. SsudO p.Mnn.l "ch6l fie.rrinCuashe^-
th. rourine lhings $ n..d ro bc ch.cled - ' smdre
d.rero6." Thqr dko .h..1 rhe floodn,s rar dip!€n'
n.$. TheF is o oo.hin. (h0r rm*h ltong md ..n
meastre how slippery ir is. IThis cnsu6 turl shen
you spilltour.otrecon rhc trwblc flNi ndcsdn0ke
ir dxce$iv.lyslipp€ry Wo 0E.hcuking tha!cons&8ly
ro malc surc w. do. t hav! Ncidcns

Tn.su.O n!fi aleacts.s! policefor. ll'
)ouh.ve@bl.oDrheship.\rhichrh'ktull) herrc
h.v. !er-l li(lc !o \ould n.arl rh. quri! n Ib

B.tond the noff.nprain\ d.panndbl Bp.n'
ribihie 6eE is morc h b.in3 $.o.d in comnmd
rhanpre$ig.. ond.m$intolrheNonhA,ntic.lou
h0v. to fo.e, lol ofiq [{nd cirher the c,pbin or rhe
sllfcopLin musl be otr thu lrids. or all rinesl. lfRe
havc sercBl drys of tol thar c0n hc lery ch,llenging - -
yd oErryilgroderlrirh lngind do lll lhn orher worr

"And the ep6i. hasBtonsibalirt for th. $hole ship.
e ) ou i$r ro k*p !n e).

on $hd is hrpp.nin! in thc *hole ship. ndjut

youi ltul.donain. You nove ro tno* oll the nsu6. He
treds ro kdep ).u infonned ir clse tou hav. a ncd to

As . senior ofiiei lhcrc $c lko sialoblir!-
rions W. ha!. vlnour ftnctions th.t $c @ Equied
rd i(.nd. l! huDaniz.s rl'e wholc thang B@us lou
ra lalinr {in $e job. $. job nd.. dops. You *ill
nN.. b. lblc to q) i Okr,r I h!v. finiei.d. trrda!. I hA€
compler.d d.Ading- | cD clE lh. b@ls rd op€n
rh.m again romms. Th.E is !l$.!s emdhingro do.
If you *.enl c@tu|. tou wold rort 14 iouB a &y
.vcryday and do nothiry 6ur rhi.k lbot ship isues ud
Iro* you rE going ro Esolvc lh@ prcblems, lRhich
lclds ro hun our 'nd in.ficiemyl, Tne fid tn3r n.r
you arc encouEsed storyly lo r.kc pa.r in rh. sirl
po8nd of dininC $irh tn. 3uens od Soing ro p€di.s
snh th.Bresls- forcestou.othin[lbouremerfi inadif-
i.cm. I hNe coDe b 6.li.v. $d is nuch hshhier It
d6n1 man r hor hard !o rolk. ho{ btr*-' you hr.
b..n dlritrg dE da)r ho\ fns@rin8 ! dry ]ou hNe hrd.
I luve found lhat I slcp bc(c, if I 30 d{M whh dB
gues6. For me tnd ; p8n of $. atnction of wolting
h.B. ll is nor everydy's cup oa rea bd n cenain!
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