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by

Richord H. Wogner

-Fhc Csribbeon was b.thcd in s6hinc.
I Ho*cver a deep sscll had developcd

I otcmisnr ed lhilc fic ps*n3e6 ob&rd
NoN€sia Pql weE enjoyirs then dly at sa
CupLin Lffi Beqrsson w4 conc.m€d. The sbip
was cn rcute to NoNegian Crui* Line's privatc
island in lh€ Bahamas. C!c01 Slimp Cay. whelc
posscnse6 3o dhoe lio laryc tcndes lnlt ferry
de d to and iion the lwn.

''If {F s, condnions rc li[e this tomoF
rus nomins. $e won\ bc able lo nate n.'
Capbin B€nclsn $id l@tirs out tbe flmFlo-
c.iling windows o.0D ship! brids€. Ther of
cou4e! peopl€ think |har we should so 10 Nasu.
Afl Ndssau is lull on Fridlys md one ot then is
Oesh olthe Sea ed shc lrlcs lwo berlns. So, we
h.ve no oplion. Irwc cdnl so lo lhe islmd, *e
havc lo @el b.caue thcrc is nowh€re €lF 1o

As it hapFned.lh. sweu did $bsidc &d
th€ ship *a.blc ro all rt G@t Stimp Cay 6
scbcduled. Howevr. lhe incide hiehlighrs |he
hcr thll thee de numcous ctuis ships eiling
thc C4ribbeadrBanm.s. espeklly in the winrn

Indeel lbr $mc pons you have !o h$r la b.nhl
rhe ft fou y@ i. adwe."

Wncn aked why people should *lccl
Nos.sie Pcd! for $eir ctuie veariom olcr lhe
o$er sn'ps pmwling the Canbbean. Csplain
Behglsson cned $ree resons.

The Abilit! Io be Yotr (tu" Boss
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he 6Bl Es. ciled bt Capraio Bcnslsen
w6: w. hnvc th€ F6ryle @n€pr. which
eordi.S to ny b€liet is coning norc md

Coplain Ben8rs$n k very fmiliarwirh th€
Fr€estyle concept. I va lnft when it st!ncd."
Bctore coninB lo NCL, he onndded ships for
NCL'S parcnt compmy, Slar Crui*s, which oper
ales in Asia. Asim pasngeB did noi likc $c tm-
dilio.d cruis drip sfnd of h.idg & Nisned
tift .nd 1abl. for dinn r Cors.quently. Sror
dev€loD.d thc id.a oa allowinE pasenges |o
decid€ wh€n dd whep lo eal. Sfu b.ougbr fte
id€a lo NCL wh.n it pnrclrNd the linc ond NCL
hs d€velop€d and Efined th€ concept.



' 'I lhink pe.Plc aLe gdt,ng more md moLe
irto ir IhL'-\'sanl r. cat $lreD th.v are hungry' nor
al8:10 d lible 23 lnra\rhole $c.k. You can eal

'Peop le  $JnL Io  do  rh<  r  rh in rs  shen Lhc)
ranr rhemselr.. nor in J r.-limented sx) Of
cou$c. you cb\ do anyrhin! lou lile bul r_otr lrc
lie. to do things rhetr you {4.t. nor Rh$ sonre

''$'e gcr people $ho do not lik€ freeslvle
-$.r is irrevihblc - - bur thE bir mniriti".niols i
wc see rh! in onrLarilud.s.renrbe$ _ourrcperl
prssengers --\hocon. b.ckagainand aglrn md

'lr is also Sainira aftiund at odrer lines
l_ou dh. see our conpcllros putlng In spec'dv
resraurans md so on *lich *e hrv. beer doins

'I rlrink tbd h our strength '

- l  
Tor \e ! i Jn  P lJ rLs  \<L"nd r !mncr  I  v .

l \ l "d ' ,d ,s .  '  \ \<  hJ \ r  qu i rc  J  l i i cn t l \
a  \  l kq  l l  \ !u  u .J r  rh t 'n  I  l (  humJn b t i  es
thcl behllc likc hunan b€,ngs l h!!e 6t dilicF
ent nationalirics onboard - ditlrenr cuhurcs dif_
terenr belieh. niftbFnl tadilions But,lvon slill
lrert the'n likc huDr.n beings. thq \ill resFond

ihis plrilosonhy is .r lhe core ol caphin
Denlhlns stvle ofuommand \fe ft all difier
ent \fc hale dinlrent m.na{emenr nyLcs l .m
nor toally into siltins on rop ofihe Pldlc6 When
rhey hd\c lained Dy.dnUdcnce. lll lel rhcnr gel
on *ilh ir lflhey a;d un$tre. dren rhq comclnd

 smlrerolrhc ship. Caniain B.nlcson is
nor ju$ responsibl.tor drivins tlt ship but is in
.harec oflhe enrnc oper.tion The h.ads ol the
deck dcpartnenl- th. cnlineeing d.panmenl nd
the horel all Eponb lnn.

'I ber havo thcirarcrs ol responsibililJ_ To
^* quirc hone$- I .dnnol run lhc hotcl opefl.lr)n
b.cause thar is nor mr larer of c\penhel ol
.ourue.l k€etm! cye oul rd I *-c ifit is*o'ring
ordo \€ hlrc problcDs eDeuherc _ 'dren I harr
lo inlcrilr Rul ifll.relre no troblcnrslhar l,n
told about. I l.avc tlEn lo do whxt lher_ are strp_

Cood com.rnicaliois is k.r ro lh's fr&_
agenrenr systcn drd No^l€giai Pcarl is ser op lo
lacilitlle such coflnutricaln,n l'or exmrple. rhc
C.ptain sbr.s u oflice Bith dr. ships (hicf
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Lnainecl Thc olice is locabd just behind thc
bridge od hs a laqe piclurd sindow lookins out

'n 
eivcs me 0 much hctcr idea ofthe rech_

Dical operilion bccause I see the chicf Unginedr
face-ro fee ney hours a dal I sct $c infomt-
tion aboul shd issoing on

NoNcgian Pelns $ird strcn8ih is thal:
'She is a nicc ship. lnddcd fon a nauticll pcF
spectire thcrc is nuch ro adnirc about the Pearl.

To bcein, she Ras buill sitb a deePer drah
thd dosl cruise sbips Eiehtand r hlll meren _ _

snc is also equiDpcd wnh the n€$ uipod



pmpuhionsrskm. Thc $ip 3 prcp€lle6 R on luo
Idse EiDs called to& $tr m s6Dended klow
$e srcm. Tnc po.b ca. b€ hned 160 d€glter s
$.r de foE of rhc prop.ll6 @ b. dieLd in
&y diErion- "FM ny poiit of vid, ficy @
.relld( ab$lurcly cxellor You 3Et nuh bet-
le. nombility, A bi8 ship lik€ fiis @ go in
vh@v.r you likc ma or lN a long s you b!rc

UnIk. rodilional ship pFpeU€rs, thc pc
ell€B on the @i!o& f.c. loMdd ed m mout-
ed on fie lont ol th. pods. Ttey pull dE ahip
thrcugl tlte Ml.! lik. thc propell€E o. e ai|plm.
pull the plm 6rcu8l rne sky- "You get ouch bcl-
tq flow offi. wl.q you s.t les dislurbae, Th.
othd way, rhc &tual pod its€lf tuuld dicub dE
wter lrfoc il twH tlE FDFlld]. Tnb e!y, it
@n6 sbi8nl @d.r rhc hull, sEaighr irlo rhc
NDs dd ln. disluhsE is !ncr" The ncI 6dl is
rh.a 6e pmFllc6 lod fic sbip noE efticiolly

The Peel B also built $ thal sh. cs go
fal€r thm mosl crui* ships, "We cd do 25 k ols.
Today. ships e r@ly built, d far * I Llow witi
a ffiinm sped of ov.r 22 looLe."

ftis giv6 th. P@l at le6t iwo advulag.s.
FiEg it sircs th. dis lirc norc l.xibility in
d..idins how ro d.ploy dE shio A slow ship ha
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to be deploy€d close to lhc poplld coising d€d
or ele too neh of $e psenges {n€ onboed
will be takd up s€fting to dd flom the popul&
desriMri@. A fsLr ship 6 bc deployed nrii.r
!q, dos io lnc p4sn8.B hoh*. For.xu-
ple, Pdl's sisLr ship NoMsid Cm h,s sFnt
rhc lal fd wiiI.6 bdr.d in Nry Yo* hn grn

th. sond ad@trgc of m@ spcd 's lnrt
ir Sivd tbe ship a g€oro ability !o avord bad
vEdhr ed to hddl. s@h e.ather if ste d@s

sdll, lhis tlo$ not nd ihat rhe P.&l
lFnds hs dne dcing mud the Clihb.n or to
Alska. She hs th. sped ifshe neds '1 or ifNCL
deid.s ro dcploy hd on itirc@i6 6.t EquiE
greLi +c€d Hd c|!mi iti*fui6 only c.ll for
e arcEse sped of2l lror5.

'V€ have thc ability lo do 25 t@rs but il
dB mr I@ dat w havc ro ope6E al rbal spcd.
I @ ru I[is o@ o! thc .ngin s a.d do 2l lcba
- - 2.? roN of fu.l F hou p.r oSine- lf Iilnup
rhe fourrh dgine. I grir four bols bln I bm 12.?
ros more d ho6. \,ith th. fiel plics rodly, if I
hld ro opmle oi tull blal wc euld prob6bly
hlve ro Fi* 1he ticL.t prie quite osideEbly 10


