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MORE THAN BIG

A CONVERSATION WIIH
CAPIAIN THORE THOROTVSEN
OF OASIS OF THE SEAS

by

Richord H. Wogner

/-_laflain ThoE Thorclvkn has b€en with
I Roya! Csibb€u sina fic ompany l|.n-
\-/ed. Appopriokly lor o NoM3is nwinei

6is fct ship for the conpant @ dE Sons of
NoMy. Mor '€qdy. h. has ben rh. esLr of
the .legant and &chnolosically ephislicd.d
Je*cl of the 56. Hes6 hn ht slco'm{d,lhe
225,000 srosron O6is of lhe Sc6, 6 p€n of !
pattem ofinnowlion thal hs ndk.d RCI'S evolu-

"Royal Cuibben h6 alwys b€.n inro-
yating - - rcv thinss filn lh. vc't besiming,
since tlE fi6r ship, th. Sons of NoMt She96
s v€ry imovolivc snip b6ck in 1970.'

"Tw.nty yeG .nea they c@ onr wirh the
Soverien cla$ Ii.€., Sovercign ol ln€ Se6,
MoI@h of rhc sG dd Majsty or rhe s*1,
which wb s unique 6lhis ship tor lheir line."

"Th.n l0 yc6 ancr lh.t w hnd th.
VoFg.r clN, which va . bmd Ew om.p.

VoyaSer ofrhe Ses wa a lalted aboul widin rhe
ihdulry md ine cruie vo.ld in I 99 as O6h of
rhe sea ha bee. {nowl."'Royal Csibb.e ba.lwoy. be.o rroM
for the n.w concepr - - ihar nat6 Royll

"Compaing $is.hip ro rhc fid ship this
comp.ny bad - - it is . tohlly difleEnt world. Tlrc
idea s1ill is io give Fople a vMrion - - thd is th.
sme - - bll tE pDder !e e ofr€rins is robuy
dtr@n iho wh!| w had in 1970."

Slill, "*. cd build $c nosr $phjdi@led
ship in ln. @dd b if sdoilh.v.thehl|fu
wice behi.d it *e vill nor be tBvidins $hat w.
@ supposd ro povid€. Thc odcr tnings m
inpon nl bul the peMdl *ricc dEt rhe sEsls
@iv. lhat a. sriu unchtuged ed you ne€d lo

Ov.r d. ys, rhis Fncm of innovalion
ha involv.d blildins lars.r lrd largd striF.
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How€vei hig ships were a bY_
prodnct. not tne objet of Rcll
eforts. "l dont lhinl the compdY
hd panicitated in rhat conperi
iioh to build the bicgesl cruise
ship. I don t ihint $ar was lhe ta_
soi for $ose ships. llhi.Iit*a
to build ships with all the LatuEs
You .eed siz lo do that.'

Ths. {hile Oasis of the
Se$ n by fr the eorld's ldsest
Dseoser siip. sia is not sh.t
she  isa l labout . ' l  doh l th i . lYon
should come oo rhis ship jusl
because she is big. i thinl *hat is
uique aboul the ship is not tbc
.i7. bur wiEt sbe contains - - $e
options and thinss to do. I dont
lhink yon could ever be boDd oh
lhis ship b€cause tneE is always
sonerhing to do. one $€ek is not
enoush to E lly discover what.t'e
has: dere ae so ndY lhinas dd

''The rcighborhood con_
cept - - the Royal Piomensde ed
the Cenltal Pan - - nales her so
ditreienr rha. o$er cruis ships
All 1he enterlaiMenl - - for qm-
ple. heAqua Sho! - is unique Ar
ld d I krow we m ixe only com_
pany lhat has ice dhls on shiPs
Thes re $inss that I think wiu

-A 
m,is on Oasis is not ! rJadiliooalctui*

shio €xDerienc€, ^The ship concept n$lf is less
m;on;r heF UM i is on t lor of ships When
you go on a lor o, ships, you aft srill onbord a
rtun wheres heE il is moRa florrins Eson' 'l lhink rhe philoeph, ofLne conpey In
burld'ng de shrp @s to mate rhe ship $e crui*
ueer' Indeed.didence tlEls({svies rhe shrp
m the desiinalion can b€ sen vhe. ihe ship nalca
a port clll 'Ther€ is a elatively snall Frcentag.
of people soins on tlE [shote] .xcuBions on lhe
sbip h€r€. Ofcourse, thers te nmy p€opF go'ng
ofthe snip bul I know.I lalk lo people. people d€

'Buildinjr 
a ship thar h rgIil'icmll) drfl-eF

ed Eon €iisrinq sh'Ds cRales a riek thor all rhe
olhershiDs in rhadtrkd sillbe seen asob$l.te if
$e new ihiD suceeds wilh the public The nsk 's
ther not o.ly for the compdno6 oflhe cruise line
thar buih lne n€{ ship bnl Ior $at Iine s {ell if it
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offi sone ofthe exising snips. Royal Ceibb€s
hN 18 other slips i. ils fleel thal d€ to verying
de(@s hoe tadilion l @ie shjps. Despil€ the
faci dEt Osis hb ben wellEeived bv the pub_
lic, Crprsin Thoolv$n believes RCI'S oiler shiF

"A lol of EoDle have 6ked dq wh.E
does Ia su6tl !o-on;r Odis oI the S41" Of
co6;, iid<p.;ds upon what you d l@kin8 ror
Bul ifthis is the lrst ship yon bsv€ b€en ol\ I $inl
you tave lmissedl somethine b.cau* I lhinl on
ouothe!ctoi* lhips. lnek conePr is 6.hming
dd 6 nie d rhe ship hete. It G jud a dif€Ent
wav ofseins it. You 6 be s Elu€d on a cruise
shi; silins ; (ne Baltic tru vou c4 hcr I dinl
thi; is a phi'losophy tum rhc aompd) ftc) have
$melning fot everybodY, allneds "


