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BRINGING OUT THE
SPTENDOR

A conversofion wifh Coploin Giolglo Pogono ond his sen-
lor offlcers obouf lhe building Cornlvol Splendol ond
brlnging her inlo service.
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Richord H. wogner

n 2 July 2008, Camival spleodor
embarked on her oaiden voyage.
Howcver, lhat ws nor Lhe bcCinni.S ol her

story. Thc ldg6t ship buil lor cmival crui$s
I-incs W to rhal dale, she Eponedly cosr h.lf a bil-
lion dollm to build. On a loyage on camiul
Splendor. I had the opportunity lo sDeal with sonc
ofhcr otrces sbout Ihe buildi.gF@ss.

Cornival Splendor *as bnilt tl lhe
Fincandcn shipydd in S6Ei Po.mte, a suburb ol
O.no& lbly. ln $n€ Espets, it is oote accure
ro ey dEt drc shjp € Nnbled in Sdri
Potuni.. Modm crui$ ship6 ffi put rog.thc. an
srions that e constnEt€d eleshere in rh. shiF
yard or, indad, ar oolher l@lio. altogerh.r lior
cxmpl., Splendols radeoart ei.gcd hlml ws
built in 

'triesr€. 
lhly dd rhd bmughr ro ssrri

Ponent.. Simildlx Splendors 1.503 sbremms
wm lr.-fabricsr€d dd pleed lully Nenbled
into fi. snip. Her six diesel engi.6 cme iion

'lhc initisl $Fnbly @ done in a large
drydock. C6es [ned whole ssdons of thc ship
so that rhey could b€ fined toeether wi{l other
cnomous eclions. once tbe anstrucdon loot ihe
shote ola ship,lhe drydock ws flooded dd $e
vessel w.s 'floaled-out!!. cmival sDlendor
rcmned lhis mil€sone o. 3 Ausul 200?. She ws
(hM mmEd lo a quy lo hare hr inteml sd
rc hn ical oulfinin8 compl eled.

ThmuBhout d. buildins pdes, Cdival
executives Fdom.d i.s?€.tioro. As d.h 3yslem
w6 omplercd, a cmiEl pFf€ssional iBF.tcd
ir to ensr thol it s$ nrcdonal- Otltr Chivd
mm8c6 *E Esident ar th€ shipyad !o ovem
rhc mrt of Fin@tieri ad rhc @ioB @ntr&to6
involwd in $pplying conFne.ls of dE ship.
Cmivd likes lo nai ain tiel! conEol oler ship



funhemor., ir rhc con-
tr r lhet hale ileus nrrrkcd:
'osner suppl). loitrrs out
(npbih Giorstu Prsrno. rlt lit$
nds.i ofCamirll sddndor "ll
is rhuge amounr.l rhi.gs. cspe-
ci.llt i.houek&pirt Ir is uplo
us\lEnb put lhcd onbrd. A
lor ol it comes liom rhd st cs-
sonc fom Euop.. lr is bousht
onbotud and put in plncc by our
p$ple. It isa huEc ot^-rulior

Much ol dris*.rlt is pcr
Iormed b] ihe slips.rcN. rvhich
bcsins t, ei!. rN shirlad
lou befoE thc slir is hnndcd
orerb lhcoq.c . ' lhe  f iN t  per
Fns locon onboarJ r ncs shil
ft lhe capbin d rlE stdl cap
tnin. The) r. in rhc y&d lnur
monrhs in adlmce k) ovcN.e lhe
dcvelopmenr of rlt buinlnrg 3nd
cveryrhing cl*. Thcn sl(isly. rh€
chiel e.eincer.omcs in. (hs sdrr
chiet rnd $c lorel dneclr come
on N $ell. So. )ou donlius scr

rh! t,tu nan o' I t'^t srlqt \ 1L4i h '$, ?rfi\' Hdr.IePn!4 otur!
< t\l Errin* tLitb

hd! 
"l 

.\' n^ tt tn!rr,) anrlP slllr'hnl

au,u'!h: e'6!,:Fa,t u\t tL'!

the c.eq 3ll ar one tinrc. hu sct ftccc* in blrch-
es. e\plri.s llorel l)irc.rff Glm chcudr

As*'nblins a crcN and hlildin-! ir inb r
reD isd esDe.ially imF)danr l'.n ofbrineineour
! ne$ sbip Camnll is lrmous Idi i6 hospiblitl
dd ns friendline\\ wh(n lou lNt ar Clnrrl
S .ndor we are slilin! $ith 1.300 epelt au.sts
every cruhe - - rhar h [hllll ol the ships r"lll
oaiacity. People comc h!ck. nor beclus rhcy
$dni io se us or bclrusc they wd lo go b sr
Th.mas. The] rrc h(c b( sc the' enj,,y rh.
*nice and rhe hospnrlit\ n is de se\ \hd
nr\e lhe Fopl. N!.r t, comc backand br.r "

\]En h'inging dur . ncN ship. some .tuf.
lincsasmble r cr(\ ht hkin! laee numhers of
pc{ple \ho ha. hld .\tdicncc on $e sifril*
ships thar ac llrud! in rhclinesltcer. TheiJ.ris
lhar such espcri.nc.d ce$ ncmbeE kno\ ho$
rhirgs ar donc dn rld lyp. oislrip anJ thN rhc
new ship rvill huvc orsicr rime gerhng trp t)
s@ed rvhen ir .trr$s sonicc llo*€rcr Mr
ahcuan points oui r[ar nrrc is a Foblem $irh
such d approach Ue donr do nN beclur rh0
Dficr ships {e going t, sulllr lnr.lineif)ounx'k
. larAe Finn of rh. cru\ ton rhe (ddndl
liaedon- thar ship is going h suder. $! choosr
lile tn fron h.i.. rrn lrom E Cami{al PriJ!,
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nrayhe !i!e oisix or on.liom lhe olhe^. \ltdont
\ in l rheorhersh ipsrosuucr  \ [e \o t rodDle the
suesE rrel li[. eac[ ( .nn il ship is the me. no!
lit.one ship is bener rhnn the olherships

''\!e donl hlnd choose lhe cdw lor .ew
shrps. Some tue peool. Nho !!e coning bact tiom
rlcartun Also. Ne tnkc rcqu.sis fom tbe cre\_s
lof rhe erntnu shipsj A kn of reotle in rhose
cru*s *Mtd b see EuR,lc lwhcre splendorspenr
her linr sunmcr sernnr). somc *?nled b bc n.ar
lhen lamilies nr Esloni! - ' lhc shir sas in Esroni.

''1 lor of rhe $nntr nranarefre.r h.r€ lm\€
e\penencc doina ne\ slips. For cffplc. [l:ood
ud Bereag. lil.nLqcr liancis MellatroLlml. did
trw ner ships \!lEn h. $ns an asislr md he
h(Nsht od the ship shcn h. uls a ba. mmser on
rh.c.mival Libenr so hc Ino$s rhe concept ofa
nc* ship. he llovs rhc nhih$lhy md what is

In addilion. !! th. smc lime rhe crcw menl
blrs lrc bnngi.r rlre lirmishinss onbodid md sel-
ling rhe sbip cadt lor sa. rhere is rigoroushin-
in!th scs on frum rhc hsinninainabnnd nes

$hile Camival $cls to pdidc a similar



ttu<tuct !co\s all of lhe shils in
ns ncer thr tninins on a nes
ship lrnnot ti $ irid lhat th€
ct$ crmol osFnd lo chansing
cncm\ta.c.s. 

-l 
his r5s espe

cirlly imt. ant lir Carnirll
Splcndor in.sMuch N her IiN
yerr nincmry inchded cruh$ in

Mcdilctra.cun. uotuss the
Arlan.c, in thc Clrihhern.
dou.d sotrri Anloricn rd lin.l
lvcruiFs Irom $c \tca cost ol
America. srl r r.ried ninerm
in\olr.s diftrum rtles o! pe
*.8e8 $nh !ilt.r.m natiomli-
ties. rasrds.nd hibits. Ue .pr
ouRlv.s o (h0 nol{s .f rnc
gue$s. Wc m.k. chan-lcs to
caler ro rhen nculs. erplai.s
Mr Mekknnuum ol splehdocs
Food .nd Be!$agc Dcportmeht.

Thc nccd to b. d.llablc
is ale theB wnh rcBard to shipboard e.rcnan!
ment. Gustr! "(ioosc Ncumen. lhe Cruise
Dnector notcs: "A lor of th€ crcation of the pft!
-sEnmiu Md nc ili.s is done onbolrd. \\t
manipulare th. |]lo8m .s lne cruise is Boins li
\€ *e suLis Mlll 8mvnarc rosuds $De rnU.
\€ mubre and lo rnd fi8nE od hoN do \r nDlc
$is emelhinB sp.ri.l. li\€n Ealotolbridse
plale6. cnl plo)..s. s c U do somcthins sFcial |ut
lhem. If $ hrvc sucsts s'ho love scrabble. {e $n
harea biss.mbblc toumament. lfwe se thll sc
hare ! bis kamokc crord. *€ cm swilch ft k)

W(rk otr ($rivil Splendor wenl smootNy.
'Thi\ r$ onc o' lhc bcsr ships. I tlink No chrl-
lenges. cotutocnls Cbief Ensin€er LucirDo
Todorici. lhis is nol surprisine. while splendor
ftpesen|\ ! nc$ cliss for CaniFl Crui* Lines.
she is rcrully a ncir sister Io Cosla Concordia lnd
cdsb sc...! ol Costa Cruises. MoEo\€r rhc
dcsig i\ actullr m cvolulion ollhe d€sisn usd
lor cmi\al !\stin). $hen a shipbuildcr has had
thc b..ctu ol hlildinr olhershipsoflhc sotcllss-
lhc sorl t .ds ro so ftster and moE snoothlr thln
when de yard h huildins a prctotype.

splcndo! Frfomed successlully on her
linal sel.fsc! tri!ls iIApril z008 in lhe Tynhenim
sc.o!r'dccoastofSicil). Tbis qas a y,nofr{d
tcsl whcrc drc blilder lnd the ne* ouner scr
whether lhc ship nerlbdns up lo tie speciliclti(nrs
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in rhe cdndrcr. Ait€r thal. i sas bkk lo Sesli

fie ship sas ieldy t. bc ludcd over to
(.mi\'rl on l0 JDe 2003. A.tudllt. I \ould sy
ir $ns iedt ro eil e!e. a ll$ days .!rlier' En€m,
bLrs Capbin Pagdo "Slruluall). it *s. leq
8rrd ship k cd. olt \en $ell. We aE {ery


