
INS'DE YIEW:

A Conversotion wilh

of Cunord's Queen Mory 2

By

Rlchord H. wognel

Coptoin Nick Botes

spbin Nick &B bs tcn
driving Cwrd pa3986 shiF
for nosr ofdB lar l5 ye6. As

cnief offcer, stafr captlin ud latct
splain ofQlM Elizb€lh 2, be play€d
s ihponql Frr h the QE2 slory- In
additiorl b. sil€d on &d/or onl]udcd
mosl of $. orh* clMd sniPs oI lhe
lste 20'" a.luty. Mosl r.c.ntly, he h.s
cona,nded C@,rd's fugship, the
ircmprabl. Q'F Mny 2. b'insins
with hio a uiqE slyle ofonnand rhd

A hnousn clpbb Bd6 mbiLion
Ll @ to follow bofi his lo$nsd

.I \natcml Amdlother b sd. he

.der envisiooed b@6in3 a Cusd
€ptain licn hc eNucd in N&ti@l
College in Acfasq Nonl8n lr.ldd.
''About half way rhrtlgn ou fi6t tem,
tn.y sked: Whd compuics do you
wel lo join?' Th€y gsv. N all
bnnNs fmm tn€ dillcmt snippirS
@mp3ni*. I jN lhmb€d tn@ud ln€m
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and I sw tn€e gEy-huU€d thirSs wilh
blrk ed red nl4b. I thoudt
'Aullrali& Na Zedand. 12 Fossgc6.
thar $unds Eally nie, Nie, cld,
well-k€pl sbips. Ard s I ml to rhc
hedtNld of th€ @ll.3. in Belfan ed
I $id: 'Pon Linc, thlr's th. obpory, I

Pod Line wa a c.qo sftsidhry
ol Cumrd ad lhe n adm5t6 wa nol
e@ugi.g sli.g: _Nobody fon
Belfa.t hs €vcr go.e into Pon Linc, Il
is one ol rhc lop fic conpsies in lhc
world. You'll nwer B€t inlo il. Co lo
H@dl&ds [a loel Belflsl conpey]. '

8!16 *a vcry dismged by
thisrcs. Het d m non.y e he hitch.
hik.d ro his Mrl nometom io thiol
th'ngs ovet. He explaincd !o his nothci.
"l wld to so to rhis @mp€ny qllcd
Pon Linc bul tb€y Mnl l.l he do n.'
Shc eid 'lles on: your (!ad m wilh
Pon Line. So sh. sDt lo th.
€oDpey. ,n Espon$, sbe Ec.iv.d.
I.nr iiom ! ns who n d eiled wiih
Caplain A.tes' f.dE eying dtsl if hr
en w r@stul ar rhe Naui€l



College. Pon L'ne rculd siv. hin d

Tht auEd Bal6 on ed he
besne lop of the .la$- Al ln. sm.
tine, Mthod syire &tlhine about his
morhels @cponddce. he kepl ai.r
rhe hsrtEld 10 allow him ro apply 10
Porr Lim. Fi llr rhc hodndster eid
thar Bal.s could apply bur only ifhe are

Wben Bsl6 had succsstully
c@plered bis srudi6, Pon Linc w6 t ue
lo ir erd ad e3ve Bd6 m int di*.
Sdll, rhc h6d@6 ws mr impEs€d.
'You v. got s inidiew $d dos l

Bul whfl Pon Lioe nrd. Bates
d ofcr of cnPloymenl lhc hcdmstels
tune cneg€d. H€jul @uldrl believe

One wilh Pon Linc, Bsl6 *6
eilinS fom Brilain lo Autdi! ud
New zealmd on c&8o ships. Tnee
\m long voyas$ with @k Aol in
the smy tons ol Ast.lia and New
Zdldd Bdcs foud n idal e* for t

"l eid: No, r dor\ wst ro do
tha! I had Bd dourhI I w sujled for
psssgd 3hiF. I t[oueli it muld b.
rm ddry dd a bn t@ fomai. I w
ued lo soins doud lhc d6kr in a paif
of shorre &d no sbir! clinbins up $e
.ieaing, doing thj4s ldds do dd

pEp6nng to join a 6ult weo canier in
Japo qhen he rceiled . phone caU
Iion ehorc in the pBsnss division
ofcuE d. Olc ofdE om@6 on Q@n
Eliz!.th 2 rE ill ed siM it s a
'€quiEMr lhlt dl of th. Mvisatiodl
ofrceB on th. Curard pasng€r ships
have a natels lieN, lney reeded a
yo@g ofliq wi$ a narecs c..irncar.
!o nr olt dd join QE2 in Brbrdo!
Thc cdl4 6ked if Bar6 would b.
intcct d in d t*6no.th conFacl on
QE2.

n 1975. Bar6 had jun @iv€d his
nallr lic.E, vhich ol'ded hih
b comndd ships. He w6

Caprain Nic* BUN

Tt. nM lion Cu&rd 6k€d
8.16 10 rhin* doul n ovnjshr ed
Bal6 eid thlr hc would- H. wnI doM
lo dE l@l pub *nm ehmm E
sirgi.g 'l n Soin8 lo BsbadG" So,
Bals thoughl *hy nol il is only for two
n@'ns dd d*id.d ro eo lo QE2.

Not .r.rtth,oe .bour hh lw job
6 im.di.r.ly b ht liliog. holr.q.
"l wd sond on a wrch - - rh€ jdior
nd. I hld b€fl us€d tc, giving ordc6 $
I dftln 1 like thlt very nuch."

Howv6. he lA a*d by QE2's
abilitis. th. ship w jd
af.odinlry. | llmobq h.irg on
aarn ad tn fi6r ofii€ w i. tne
ba.& doins sone wod. ! saq a ship !p
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d'.!d srd I fiouslt I'll Mrd.i ir &d
r.ll hib: TncE is ! Sip up.neA w'U
pss cl6.' He sid: Jun k*p e.ye
on it' But wheD I wenl b&k dgain arld I
l@ked lor rh. ship,I @ukln'r s ir- we
hr.l g@. pdr it I re1u!.d ro a ship
thd h Soing 29 tmls, 11 6
.xiturdirary $eing em.$iry thar

Bda M .le ihpe!.d wi$
'tvdrtbi4 tEr *nr wilh ir [ircl'dirg]
$. hj.cory of C@rd Lin.. I w pmnd
b b. p€n ofil .rd thal ha co.tinued all
rh. my tnreud. Iny @41 r lniil
oybody thlr ha ben i.rolv.d with
QE2 ha r E l pdde in n. Sutmtjsr
QEz - - Ci!Erd."

Rising fituueh tl'c oificd MIq
Bal€s @ lisi offer, chicfoffi€r, slaf
€ptiin and cvdtudly @plljn of QE2
"QEZ I lovcd lhst Sbc E ! Lg.rd
and E leg.n<l in hd oM tin.. 1|0 yaa
is quile sn thi.g 8nd l'n v€ry preud
dEt I had Dy chane to efl. on h€r. To
s|!n otra 9@nd omer ord b etrd up
a sFlin L tind ofnie."

10 he doi.A th. Cdibban @is on r
r.gule bcis. all rhc bhnd.B gor lo
tlow N 0d @ gor to know th.h dd n
still stands 6 well iod!y."

In tbe ldr. l9G, Cwrd
l6s.d r*tr otber lN 0&t r crui$
slips &d Clplain 8!16 *a dvo
collrlMd of th. coh Dyn et
crubing @wd AIub, "She b. lovely
ship. Shc hrs bco on. ofny f.vdircs
bear 3hc I lov.ly to ll)!mvd.
Shc hdd quilc nbd.d kcbrology s
@np.d lo dE rtim.s srd Cout s,
qhich had sn*hd ud.+owEd bow
thn6c6. Hd bow thruld wE up io
tb. t!*. Sh€ hld rwin ndd.ri strich
D,l6 for l|t'@v.nbilig. Prin.6 .nd
Coula3 orly hrd or. turldd e you
ird 1o wo* h!rd6 ro dck dEh ed
driv. iha, She i3 sdll soing d ln.

Al tnc orbs.nd ofth. sp6lin,
Cun&d olm hld al th. tine, two !lrn,
luury yeh& cdl.d S.a Codtle$ | 6d
Il. I did ! t{ on rh. Se codd.s.
Ni6 sall 3hiF loing @ud lh.
C&ibb.e rad ii. Mcdir.@, gpiry
plea wheE othd shiPs couldr'r g.t
into, Vilh 115 paeng.E, you gor !o
ltow rhcm all v€ry quicldy. It ws a lot

CuNd al$ omcd re shiF
lhal had b€n origjrally blih for
No €8im Andica Line, For nd of
lb€n Curold clerr ilEy Mi,llin d
dEn NoMeid eylc ed ofi6.
Howcr, whft CuE d va pGha.d
by Cmiwl CorpoEtio., ilc otu
@ining ship M lloraomed inlo fic
C@n 'Of ow. it w Cmivd
thal t@l Cusrd goin& Ifit h8ddl b6n
for Cmiv.l, s pob6bly muld not

Cenia w givei q stylc sioil{
to lhat of QE2, "Sh. *a rcry simile
with dE an.lmtr L! wnn lh. shirc

.for b.@ding d8r< of QE2,
howv6, Blrs @Endd.<l
**dl othd Curd !hiF. This

w6 in the days s,h.n lh. Cur!.d 0et
wa far liom lDmoedoN md not all th€
ship6 ceid 0!. aimolphcE of th.
n4lhip hcludcd in il!. nd lw t*o
!|N @tl.l cruie ships, CuErd
Coute$ ed Clnsrd Pntuds. CapLdn
BateC fisi coMd w6 the Coul6s.

"41 th. lim., shc wa r elly
nie ship. Now' if you lml.<l d hq, slp
could b. ed a r lif€boar fd [QMz].
Sh. m 534 f.d loog - - half0'c lengh
of this or.. Bui she B a hleely
popdr ship Nud dr Ceibbe4
bere dE s olno5l orc of r!. fis1
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glovcs, $. latunr the ooE foEnd
diding .fugmdt.. I met ny wifc o
rh* e il ha a ftnory."

As for hd MuY€dbilityi thc
k l[. clNic. [n nllnicil $bol] rh.y
16ir you on r rwin w ship wilh .
singl. odd6 wnn on bow tbrultr ed
who you do dms, they ey bow
would you do t 3. how M d you do
th!t? And lhft k a textboot &sr
rd n w6 brsd on rh€ c@ni& lr did
vhar you .xFdcd n b do-"

l8w ro give p€opl€ a choia. Th@ e
pl..ty ofclbie out th.E-"

To illNtlr.. Cuurd lB
posnioned i$.lf s pend!8 r noc
clcsrnr ad nM fomil oifu
dFire. Sm. pdpl. mlld pEftr .
noe infomal €xF i6c. but thll is ml
whlt ClEd b dl lboul- Th.E e
olh.r li6 lhlr h!v. positioned
lh.@lss for thm Fopl..''Tl'afs why I sy io $e Ljuim
ofne6l wh4vc. ihcy G doing a
pltgtstion rnd thcy c @mpadre iltis
shjp with FhiF of olhd mjor li6l:
"Don\ m lhd doh. Th.y N gmd
shiF. They e eood d *n!r tuy do. It
is Ftty if you M emoE d* doM."

*I dint oft rliig Cunr.d hrs gor
b.tt ri3 tnercledi@ oflhccFe, Every
timc e chdg. ccw in a pon, I go
dom 6d nei then ill, jur to $y
wl6n€ back dd w.lcomc io the n*
slys snd sive lhd d linl. fllvor oflhe
shjp srd $l'at il is aloul. On. Pdffi
shjp, a!.Btr you do ln,1md st lbv
hdy pad. n!v. ben o rhis 3nip
b.foE, out of 50, yd mry ga tw *lto
bvc hcn rhc bcfoG. Thc ct blre
ben on othd Plim.s 3hjps. Or
IQM2I. you ga 48 who hrv. ben h€E
befoE dd tlo thlr e n w. Thrt k th.
€oftinuity. Of @uR, Prinas ha Aoi
muy moE ship6 s n is nor 4y to tep
th. sme p@ple. Bul I thi lne
6Dprd6 e b.giDi!8 lo dlia th.l n
is good io t ? @Gi3tdsy withir tlc
ne! Pople gct c@fotublc !d 6ey
na&e ,iiends lo wt qilh ed lbar

na cmmDditrg QE2, ir 2003,
CrlEnl at.d si.lh.r Caplain
B.ca @uld li*. to spe.d eG

lin. wirh 3i3t i conpany Pincds
Crui$. "l thinL th€ir idd w 'h.
nsds !o g.i ene bodeD ship
cxFnencc md maybe if it wo*! ou!
w U pu hin onb tu M&y'. Ai'l" I
6 ! bit sl.pricd hcfoF I w€nl- I
thoughl lhis Prin6 buiK is soins to
go ov.r quil. ditrdt Bul I loved it - -
dif.mt styL, dill.Ent my of .loiry
din8s- I lovcd ln. shiF and lh.

C.prain Bates w6 givcn
@nll@d of the SatphiF Prires, 6
116000 gtur ton Gdd clds ncg&
crui* ship. wnh a 2,600 peNn
Palgef @pacity. L5&r, Bd6
@dmrd.d S.pphiE s sisrer ship,

{ l@rEd ln31 n k oby ro b.
ditr61 - - rcl.v.rtlhi.g dal CuDrd
did a 100 Fent dghlj mt dcrrrtios
Pli!|c* did w lo0 p.cit iidt You
m. ro app€i.r. ehar @h h6."

'€ohpani.s @ ditreR.l. lf
e€ry ship wrc lilc a Cu.rd rhip or
lit s Prinas ship or like a Csivd
ship, il muldn'l pla ddyhody. You

ollowilg ttu tim. at Princ6s,
clptlin B.tes rctmcd |o cdard
to @mn6d Qlen Mary 2.
tlE no<,.ft Princs dips w s
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chrne€ lhn rbe shiF crtlain 8.16 hld
@IBD(H b.foE, QM2 B Y.l.$in
mthd @jo. choeF L{helosic.lly.
Ha lod poFnlio! gB hd a@t
fldibility in t|@vdira $tiL hd
Fwrtul deift plrnl 8jv6 hd eran
sp..d. Hq widr!, logrh, wie|)r and
dr:n giE !d opced.nLd dlbility.

'ft is a difleEnl l3 hmloeY,
With ln. pods d€4rhi.g b in fl.e
lto a shrp Mth a tzdnion l prcFllr ed
tudd{ syst dl. Thc.onvotiolrl wly
of thinli!8 k lhsl you Plt tlE nrddd
ovd one uy sd the ship ges thll w.y.
Hft, you pnt th€ pods ov€r thll way ond
it sc [the opFsit ] way."

"Iby haw prctiy wll ioncd
our all lhe dsign faulis oI rh. pEviou
3hiF. Sm€ ship6 i, iic pcat did hw.
linL tellitrg toubl6 sjtl in@. I jNt
find it sl,ggdirsly good. I lov. il. You
@ go ph6 mw d8t you euld.'t

'rYh@ I 6s1 lmked .r lth.
bddse @ndohl r sid I ll ltrr scl thc
hos of thsr' hn you do. Il is lilc
playns r pi@ - - aI ln. dif.6t
c@binarioG rh.r tlu hda Dif.ml
dpi.i6 win blve ditf@t wys of
6nt oll'n8 ba. Some will e jBl 0!.
sid€ innlltes, olhc6 will pul boll! podj
ovd - - all sorte orconbintioB. llilc
dF techlologl,. Ir sle givcs you r betler
Iel for how the ship is doing."

a liwlr sttle ol@nnand

/-l lplain Bdes is nor $c stcmrypic
I !tufry motc s qpbin.
V lMad, he is v€ry appoehlbl.
snd pasqgd who $il *ilh Capttin
Bd6 @ nat d to lidthdn€d s
slqi6 dui.g his n@ bY
molmmols sd !I rhe v&ios
l@rtio6, Th€e N quit Popul& &d
@ lmtcd foMrd io by lmy gu6c- It

hclF io d.v.lop ! @.vivial ahcph.E
onbolrd. If I o trot djoyiog myFlf
thcn d8l i3 going lo shiE tbrougb ro llc
gu.dr X giv6 th.o a bil ofr chrcUc

T.llitrs $e lighnart.d sori6
to dE Fssd cle.lbrn by chre.
'Jqt b.ing lrtuh, I havc ,lHtts lot€d
stori6, r.llirg slori6 rd I always b.w
bccn Fnj.ubrly i Gr€d in dE 06
*ith a 6ulic.l n.rcr to rhd. so ljun
sbn.d collFting lnd. I !6 rclling a
f* storica in ny €bh on the cNnia
on. &y ed on of tlE cruis slsf sid:
'why don t ,ou r.ll a Gw slon6 b the
psu8Ets?' I si4 'ilFy wo'ndr'l b.
intercsr€d in dEr." But they sid: 'Oh,
yo!'d be sutpried.' So I Eied on one
day and @iv.d m. s@d @mo|5,
I tholghl 'Ot y, l'll tt a fw n@' 0d

Tlrc Fput4ity of lhe sbn6
8lw to swh d cxterl lbin clplain
Bd6 sn fourd hirelf o .ur[or.
'P@pl€ keF sying 'Cd I gcr a @py of
0st siory thlr you told' I'd sy: WclL
I'r jln aor dy oM @py' e, I jue
s!!. tlm . 6py of tt t TIErl
en.body $id: 'Wby don'l you wiL r
boot' I sid: 'N.l! nobody rcdd b.
inl.6r.d in lhaf but I did il &tMy."

-llF t\v* With d Pirch of Salt,
ws inilially *lf-plblGhcd by Caprlin
B{t s. Howvcr, it is mw publbhed by
Sdfa@ Bok i! lle United Kingdom
md Shcrid& HoB ir the Uni&d Si6t€s,
"lt hs done @kably wll. II will
ncvd be ! J.K. R wlings but it h5 b€n
tun." Capbin Bal4 don r.s the prcfils
ftom th. hok to chdity.

PNng.d f.dilie wi{r C4ilin
Batc!' amuc@ars e sl$ fmilie
*ith Pd.ict O'Sbllshncst a
nrt riou fri.nd Ev.r sn onboatd
bur lo etom tb. Ci$.in atEibui6 rh.
stori6 lrd h'|mmN sibsg Aldblelt
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a rchi.L fo. hul@, O'Sb$ghsy is a
fctional ch.E{d rhrr Ede hg
devcloFd for a sqiou EMn. lt is
inpon ri for a 3hip's qptain to
tuinidn 6 iturc of .mFldr, i!
ordd ro h.inrain d. Fs!€.i of rhc
p6sns€F ond cew. "Yoo havc to be
c@fiJ virh dar d. tlu bow, If Ihey
think you @ s jokd. ttly'll 6in|h.
dcsl ktu* ullhjnS about drivins $c
shjp' tr rhll sd€My d* rLiv6 il - -
'h..lN1Eily do n.' !r lcrul fer.
1n.y foB.r {!r ciplain dod n dl H.
d@3 all th. drivirg span n n $ien h.
l.|3 ihc oiha glys do i1."

Clrt in 8€16 ha be.n .ble 10
le*stuUy *sll $b fine litu. O! the
bridg.. rb.E is no doubt abdrr elb is itr
@ftrDd H. is .ll siol|sK al ln.
@nrmls &d in colmuiclrin8 to lugs,
Coln Curd v€sb ed 10 ofrieB
lmlr.d elF*i@ ir rh. ship oE hjs
hudndd r.dio Along 0E s.G lines, a

yous oftq bld tu: taptdn Bares
lw forg.a e/hin& H. s6
sm.thjrg .rd si&r il doM in his
b@k. Th.n rhe nexr dme h. s yo\

At tnc !.m dre, c4tain Bll€
is eosei to dcvclop hk offi6. "!
p.eMlly wr !o Li atl ihc otre6
d.irc df, 3hip e lb'| $,lh I go to slep
.t niSlt I koor tlrey @ 6nFtd b
hlrdl. thc ahip, Of 6ue, I rnnber
ny &tB G g youa n.vigald: I E
dyi!8 ro sa hold or [rh. @ntDl5].
506. qpld$ Mdd.1 l€t you touh
th.b. lt wa qui& 8r!htiog."

"wc havc bcn qoic lmk, on
lhis rcyasc, EwryHy on thc bridse
hs mw hld . ch&@ 10 &iv. it iI q out
ofport lt y love llE! dEas th.hjob.
Bul il tu moE strs th& rloirg ir mt*lf
- - wlrching mm.body.le doilg it ed
hli.gIot 9 yoEluth ihut"
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