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IN COMMAND OF
THE QUEENS
Tolking wllh Coploin Poul Wrlghf, lhe firsl person lo hove
commonded lhree Cunord Queen3.

by

Richord H. Wogner

.v saa3r6 have rh. bmdrfi of cxp.rienc. ol
Capbin I' l W.ishr MoEover ahhoud he h.s
ronnaidcd sm. of rhc mon flnous p8sntsg

ships in the rond includi4CunrrdtQucn Eliab.ih 1
(qE2)ad Quen Mlr' 2 (QM2). wrishr sldon i'lls
abouthisac.onplishmenb. tu$er, he pEf.6 lin.nin[
to orheE: plniculely p€pl. *ho hrve d good *ns. of
humor His rclixed ql. put p6ple d 6s dd $hc
R.n.s $. fi.ndihip as s.ll rs ln. Esp.cr of Bds

Capbin Wrighr srs inspiEd ro go ro se lisren-
iry ro r Ehlivc who ras r sdiei Arlq smpl.ring
hi3cadGhipon b.k6 *irh shclloilin ric hr 19603,
Wri8hr *ed to *o& for Clnldicn Prcific Line iD iB
pBsl3er ships. The mon fsnous of rhcs ships wis
thc [npEs of ClMda. 'Sn.]csrnice sni!'. we v.rc
doing Livee.ol ro Montul in lic sumn.i we ued to
30 up ro &ll ll6,c. rnmurn rhc ieb€4s fto we us.d
ro ctui* our ofNs York in rhe si n do*n ro rhc

Caihb.€r"
carihb.m cruhing wrs still h i.s irfrn.t.

"fteE *ere htrdly,n) ships dorD rhm. mayh. one
uintjusr hos In e

rh.E *as l.o' paensm ro dol on thc€."
ftis ship. holcvci would 30 on to lcad d Bc

lurion incoising, nor undcrheroiginal namcb(rdsthd
Madi cns. defid shipoacmivrlcruie LiNs. Tlrr
ship *!s pnmhas€d fmm Cmadiu Pr.ific b Cimivat s
found.r rcd Arisn md 'no$er fim. Tte fiE fonrhs
ofoperuiion Sare no hintollhe sucr$ rhd aos ro tot-
low od so &c orhct rlm oflcErl ro sll ns i cren b
Anu s conpst: "rrcn rh.r I unde6bd. rhc! Fid
, dolle fo' n 3.d d.! rok on a oillion dolla^ d$r for

'lhc Eson &lllhc Eoprcss ofClnadr las 0p
aor slc *6 th,r co.dirn P&ili. w6 cxirin! rhs p6-
$nge. ship bGitrs. A@e ofcomm.airl prsiser
j.E CFirhnedrnti. pseng.r*nice !6 no lonle.



cP aner tne pssnser shiF I

"6 
on ften cokiner shipi CP

Diqov€rer. Vdratcr tnveling

''Ancr cardirn tacific I
!'cnl ! long rin* or 311 sns of
{,ips I 16 on conbin.r shipi.
horcmBfl lcn.nl ca4o. bDll
crricEdrdsc^ ldonlthinl
rhcc $s mythin3 | f,6nr on
lhcn I did somd dcliver) jobs I
t\il o 150 tur (u3 acrcs ths
N.nh AllaDric b *inr.i Of
.ou6r. all ol rhc$ crp€riences
bMdcncd a ^fitrcd wnshas

op<nines !t Clnad I $oudnr
th sould b. rB lot a chM3..
So I joiicd Ctrtrurd is o Fr(
onicer in 1930 | spcDr about
cishr ycab oi rhc C!m'd
counrss. I id.dd FiNOfficer

Cunnd (\Juntcrs *3s
I 7.,195 stus hns .nd .ari.d 750
p$*nsea. sltr spcnr rhe ercai
bull of h.r ri'nc cn'ising rhr
caibhen. You $old *r yourlorch bt n hrarsan
Juan. an isltnd $c't da) ap3n f n sun&)r anJ bacl
roSdJunon Srnda). lr*asrni.c Dn. There$dr
juna fesorh.rships.ound'' th.Carhc.rhe Daphfu.
a'd the old Sur Prin..$.lr hasch0tr3!d quire rbirrinrd

Writhas ncrr rsiBrmcnr *as as rh. SrrlT
capbinofrhl Slsaljord {l.l-00o tos iont. whero$
$e counre$ hd b.r! a nds matl
b*ad th. arirish m t.r $c sryr!.rd had ben pur
chzsd b) Cunrrd lrcm Nodego An,cricm Line md
{ill rcrained mtrch of hd Nos.ti0n ahospherc
I'iccd- rllofths oniceE wer. Nofrgsiin. I wasrl'c
iR Brn lhc) *cE suspicious 'i fi6r hur rhey smn
uli,ard rh,r l$a\juna simple xdmm," \!.ich l,+hs

Ne\r. $tishr b€camc rh. Sklr C,phin .l
Cun$ds nrsship. th.Qurn Eltib.rh 2. The QLI *rs

tcr anorher culfuR ch3ryq btins birse( noe tumrl
ind norc intn ional than Crnmds orhcr shiDs,
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"Cunard had I t.r,a dleric il.ct - . thc sagailord. th.
Sea Goddcscs. the Coutrrc\\ otr'l Prines. and dr

ln lr)91. Wriahr was CivcD his fi6lmmmof,d r
cunard ship hDt one thar rlurivcly fc* Foplc h,vr
eiled uF -.theArlinti.Cdtr\c)
lan.ar!o shit: a siinrcmtliNr lhlprhd Ephc.d rhc
cunardcr of rhs sm. na.r rhlr had b.cn lon ln rlr
rrlklands W'L she r$asbUA QFI bur you g.oi
there md rhcrc trrc onu 15 pconl!.$oa!d. h *!s n'

''Mr lisr comnand ol a nar$nB$ ship $!\ .tr
lnecmrn l))na{.' Tnis{.!a 10.0008dironn',$
nrnd ctui$ \hip. \hich CuDard rhdcRrd tir r bncr
pei.d in rhc l9!n)s. "Shc \N d ni.. ship $t }cN



c.Dlrin wndt lno *dt iioFid. 6 cunldk
Mein. srFinEnddl r. 1996, T.f!t& Hous.
which E rhd CuDde FE cmFly. re pu-
ch.!.d for n! .nein6i,3 holdinss by rh. Nolwd!
indunnll iim, K!v.m. Th. Es p.Mt Flde il qlar
fim fi. ours tlri ir w6 iol int.Esl.d in nmiis !
psscng.r ship compary dd lhus Cun0rd w up for

'Ekrlb.dy *6 Mi.3 in loki4.l $. @m-
Flt od *. didrt krow *h.t E h.pp.drg, MGt of
rh. cmpdi6 rhd q.E cmina in ** .srl *ipD..'
ll 6. Hl tu8. lin , Pcopl. lw movin! @. I
vav . ryc lo*bnmye l , [b ! l Ide t  d lbnu!on . '

A whiE krisn1 uiv.d in lh. lom oa Cdiv.l
Corpor.tion, which Durchis.d Cunld in 197,
''Fodun.r.ly, cdiv.l cm. in - - il I hln lm surc
Cunlrd muld nd b. ftund .ow At d. se. ii l@k.d
lit q. Mdd fEl. otr irb lorhin3, llwavcryclos

conntudi,s 8E2 a1d QM2

c,pbin wn3ht ss in @nud ol QE2 lq
tt'. inbiiml Rid of NtNl ,nd civiliu sliF duF
iD3 ln.20C0 Fdnn of Jlly ehnrion! ir N.* Yoit
h!r6.r. H. *adb in MDrd.d ehd QE2 be.n.
Ine fd civilio lhip b drE N* Ydt !n r dE
s.trGmb.r I l. 2m I !Gcb.

Mdshilq Comivll Co@Elion ws Dld-
Dins to build , ns noedotic lins io rdc ovq rhe
rr.$llulio $diF frcm tn. osire QE2. whil. .cB
cruis shipa re eilins dl ol d'c slipyrds smine-
ly d.ry eelq no m hd buin e @ IEr 16 !m
l0 ydB Sch r $ip hld ro 6. tug.r d$ ! cdiE
dip in ordd b hddlc rlE risN of r& Nonh Atbntic
ud nffi @*.rf!l tnr r cdis shiD in od.r lo h!v.
tllc sD€d ned.d to ndc ! cFsiry in ! |wNbl.

Tn. 6ull oflhis plunine suld bc 6c Qucn
M,,y 2. th. hB.i @ liH d.r buih. clpllin
Wngh *s Ni3I.d lo @rc I'r qsuclio in Sr.
Nuiq F'@. An6 QM2 oreEd 'nicc i. qny
200a, Carr.in wn3h herh. m of h6 tfn {pl!iN.
"I9. rn firsr r 8 motls or e on h6 llt dtin3Bnh
IcomnodoEl Ro W@icl."

"You lmk do*, tfi. bdck end rhruai lh.
bids. windoe ond you 6ink sne ir , . , bis,"
Naenneh$, 'th. b noE mueuleBbl. lnu 1fi. QE2
md sh. is r sd s snip. '

"sh. l:cG litc ! liF iBilc. Yo h.v. lr.di-
id.l |nin3, lik.llE cills' whi:h p.od. !rFEi&.
Tfu l' ditioul b.F - - TL OokLn Lion .lslrr ffir
to b. havi.si th. Ch.,r R@m is.l*.ys nic.. I $i.k
d. B onnia is a bautilul Flludl - - vo.y ihposins
md inpEive *h.n you so ir lheG."

ln !ddi.id. th. new ship ss builtlo includc

ne M y* ahoE, C.pcin Wrigh Elun d lo
*r in l9t9 a clpbin olQEz. "l1ws som+
thin3 l hd rl*ays wrntn si.Ejoini4Cunod,

I Mmb.r ny fd eiling ftoD Soulhdplon, you hd
ihx $hish ao - - thd h ndnin8 lik. n- Yo lhinl ol
rfi. higo.y, $. badiful t dhioB."

tl. b|luh, Ehxcd. p@plr;dcd ryl. of
cmdud rirfi I'im dEr a pop{h sirh borh 316
6d .r. 'lt 9sn\ dr rddhaonll lr9l.l. I could. l b.
thrt pd of FFn. Ev.rybody ha difr.Ml wlys ol
op.6tion, W. @ rll inditid@li n.E h mm for lll
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dl of$. fdnG dd ln. public i.d cm ro qFq o!
. no&n plgn3F snip. 'l 6i.k il e6 ! vcrr stot
nov. hy Micty Arisn lcmiv.l coaodim cEol ro
h,ye brlooni.s on QM2, Evoryo.. w6 syins You
trt h.yc bllconios on ! d.r$llonlio lirci' But h.
insiscd. I dink it h6 p{id ofr. P@pl. do *!t bol
mi6. Bllconi6 c e inpotunl lo p@pL."

TficE s.le de.ddilio! olnd i..oB uh
6 d'e fid pl.tfuium { s. Tht physic.l pl&. }G
ohnc.d by m unnvlbd orichmat psam. I1.
fidl Ruh *6 tltrl 'dF snip is . d.sin io 6 opposn

Dunns lhn iB., C.p10h wnshi @hDud.d
QM2 on h6 mlid.n sll to HmbuE o.dmy. An6ti'
dtd n f hillio p@pl.lun d od lo *.lch $c l p

blih b do EelLrly sh.duld bNthnric cchgs
Whil. dsid.dions ofdER md neuvdbil-

ity .A!d fd r :hip small€r tl'u QM2. thc €d ro
&hi.v..onomjca oa $ale c,lled for tic ship ro be a

To srkft rn.e compcti.g ansid.alions,
Cunatd b.3e *irh rh. Vish cl$ dcsig. lledy
mpk'yd in snip5 silin! for Holl..d Amdi€ Lhi
P&O CruiG !d Cd Cris. '1. sG r Ftrvd hull
da3iAn." Usina rhis desi8n 6 r 6e, Cun.d l..8rhd.d
rh. sl p md Einlorc.d .hullino'd.rro.nablehqlo
b.(.r hrndlc rh. Minrl tu$thDtic co$ings t|r.
MpMy envkid.d for $. ship.'nE Esuh wa ln. s.nd lirlcd Cun.d.r built
up to rhd Doinr. Hmd, h€e of hs no.wmbil
iry dd shdloK dnn '$ft c v.rr Ls pons thll you
cdt go b o. *hfr you hav. ro uchoi Sh. I'c ben
r.ry suce$ful on rll h€r Brltic ilin.6ri.s. h.r
M.dit.6n6r nin.bries rnd rh. @osionll F,!$l-
lrnlic. Sh. did v.ry welld h.r rorld coises 6 well."

whil. rh. Qucn vidori! *6 d.sbnd for
ctui3irg arhs rhd $. E ndl"ric sie. c c.Dlin
Wrti nor.4 sh. h6 d.m hdlmiic sinas 6 p{n
of h6 Mld ctuis ud drina coies frcm B.ibi. ro
Calda sd N* Eialud. TIE* hrv. iBlud€d $r
'int.. mings - - i volqe rhri is Dtorious fo. its
rcuBI wdh.r Nan.rfi.Lq \h. ship did fine. Sh.

Bui ihd *B rdJ'ins cmplEd to Me ol lh.
*id.r cosinSs 6n c,rdi, wriSh n.d. wha h. E
on €r3o sfiiF rd c0biF snips. 'Yo w 6Dwn
wnd .ll ih. *!y stx. I *gt acs in . D.d
Cmr& onbitur sfiip r'd x Aot sughl in . nwing
$Ey. As sn A rh. spry hit iio dek. il ite. You
wold nor b€li.v. *nd ft. shiD l@kcd lilic. Ro6 were
a tnick Is r.bpnonc polesl. ft.n sh. sbi.d r l!4 orl
od n € oh .kr/! 9E wR supF..d lo b. goitrg lo
Hdif$ hd *. jln tued orh b dlw ir on"

'l dlly .nior.d my rirc o Qus Mcdn. I
rhinl the shiF hd ! nicc fel 'bout ir, PNplc h!v. gd-
b u:.d ro h.r sw h *6 dE sso sith thc transilion
fDnl QE2 b lh. Qum Ma.y 2. Popl. am. on eyina
'I m Dd aoinB ro likcrhil butev.ntu.ll, thcy com.lo
like it. I hrv. n.r papL on QuEn Viclo.ia dot pEld
IQM2I Dd popl. @ laMrl di F!f6 $.r m. Th@
h r diffedt Flducr fa bod'. | $int ir is slott d qui6
q.ll inb rh. nr*d dLT Elt'

C,phin w.irh E$m.d lo lh. Qu6n Mary 2 in
Naemb.r 2010 for his last @nflcl b.lN rctinng. As
! rcsul! he *!s in sDDud of r'e Cuud nqship duF
iry dE RoFl Rcndcao6 meline oaoll l6N olthe cu!
cnr cund Quas in Na Yqt i. ,uulry 201 I sd
duriry hd Wnld \6ylg. s fr 6 Ausr..h. "11E ntip

ollowins c.nivlfs m.lBcr with P&o, wishl
sa emnd€d lo P&O. fom.r subsidi!ry
P.in6$ Cruis. "1. *a Ao.d to a P.i.6

oF@. h G . v.ry srcGstul lim. ft.y h.vc em.

^On rh. brid!. n E v.ry much rh. !.m. How
|My dif,.mt w.ys cln you dnv.. ship? Th. s.in
dif.Enc. w6 a lot l* siil function. ow rh.rc. wc
stiu sh.tc hinds with d.ry gBr $ rh.y come ir[!o]
dE c.pri.! G.prionl wh.6 d Prin@rt th. etoit
will ao out on rh. h.ldy lin rh. .di!n] md [ddcs
dE g16l. Th. qpoins e th. op.ntc of rh. ship
[ft.r] is rh. pridity h.rc bur rh.c B .n .mplsis on th.

Whil. ar Princ.$, Clpbin Wrighr 6nn.nd.d
tt. Dimond Pdnc6 lnd lh. S.pphirc Pdnc.$, both
116,000 BM bn' "NiF 3hiF. 1h., w buih in
Japo. Ilrc J.pie @ v.ry much tyirg b g.t inro
rhc ndd sd rh.ir &.rion ro ddil ws v.ry good."

C.tbin Wrigli rctum.d fron Princ.$ ro
hon. rh. fid nd.r of th. Qud Viddn. Ins
doin& W.ight b.ff. the lid p.tun b h.v. .on-
n.nd.d rhd Cunard QUhi

Th. n.r ship sa diff.Enr thin QE2 .nd QM2
bul iill mnsitui wiIh cu..d hdnid. "cuMtd has
.lsys hrd rh. tudlddc lin6 [bd n the s. rif,.,
ii hs h.dl rh. ctuisins ships a *.ll . - rh. Cobnir rh.
cmuir rh. F6oni.- | rhinl rh.y Er.d b dd ir

ln ordE to 6116[ tnh bl. 'you n€d.d . slip
diii wa. lidl. noE flexibl.. You do not wmr ro bc
echoring otr.v.ryrheEi Md t nd.riry rhe p€*.8.a
ahm. Thui *hile th. sfiip hid to bc nmoMblc
lil. dE QM2' it,ls hrd ro hrv. ls dnft thr ! ship
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hts sd.d down orer lie y6 ud wc hav. quic a lor

kntrz BaL larkg th.d

I-l Gnr'ins h.cl ovn rh. sp.r or h6 {cr,
K crpbin wdsh' noEd en. of thc chd36 in

I \suilins ud sp<.uld€d on iB furuF coue.
Pctnes $. mod €dily rp!ftm chdgc hls

b..n dE gD*lh in d. 3t old. diF. QM2, *hich is
150.000 316 ioni 6 "i. B.rb.d6 |tdtt ed
lndd of us eB lrr. Pinerdd. d. old Roy.l MlinB
Sun [22,01X] gD$ io$} I uei to rhinl thd *a . big
snip. ll ie Muing lDw much higgd th. shiF hrve goG

"Itc ships hav. 3@n biga.r md rh. potu
hrvmt So w. @ *litjn8 lo mlch cl6 bl.mas
|w, I lhinl ehd tlEy *ill do n.xr in $. ctuis indu$
ty is t n d.v.lopina . f.w ofrh. p.a. I in* dd i.
what h6 ro coF. !.xr - - rh. ini6tocruE Bhoc.i

Anoth.r chlng. ha ben in rh. compositio. oa
tn. p@pl. Bho op.nr. rh. shjps. Wh.n Ciphin Wright
fiFt *ml io q il ordr otreB on r gi!.n ctui* lift
r@ nd iw . sFiric did. "lt'low n b vcry iik
ulioul. P.inc.s is . mixtoE of lulir ud Bria rd
ir wo*s wcll. I lond it gsr wh.. I wmr rh.E.
Hollmd Ame.ic. i. now inEr'l.d quiL *.11. H6,
*. have hld Coltirn sdd ofic.n. ltiliu ogin*d.
Eltm Elop.tn .nsinffi. flh. ciphin who suo,
c..d.d wri8l on th. Qrdn Mciori. Ing.r olnl n
fM $. F.e kbds. [Pdphl G d s rmicn
lhoul rhd dion.li.y ttE €Doin i. slaiG."

"r1l. bi88.n chllldg. no* t tfi. e'w. TIE
frcnl lin. of Cun.d kih.cR. Wh.n p6ple rhink of
lr cruise lin.l lh.y rhirk of th.ir sib. d.ir drift d'.
rh.ir {bin i.w.rd dd Ifie sFi6 dEy g.L lt is vcry
comFiitir. ro 3.r goad c'w wirh how rfic i'du*y h6

Why h.s ctoning gtun poFulr Dd n!in.
bin.d .h.t Dopul4iry d.n ir h6h Ronomic rim6?
'll k . 3$t $1,. holiday lcomprEd lol whlr }!u ro
poy fr a E$n in tn. Ceibb.d lor ! coupl. of wki,
h b {rlsl r sf. holidry. You e nor eoi.g !o g.t
mqS.dgoirgdosroFouD.clc Forsm.todyhv-
.ling d $.n oM, dEy o m4t F.plc.'

Th* b rl$ smdhing lbout s F6vcl to
rpp€rl ro ! yrri.9 of usl6. 'You sFok lo @upLs md
it is nlmally lhc m.n *ho G Eriil! lo loing on !
cruikmd rhe soma *ho *ml lo bur dmrully n i,
dt hEhrnds $4o rlly li*e ir.'

as for dc tunr lnF h. diB. wnsnl d6
noi s himslf do*ing doM. t hlwn I dlly lhournr
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.boul hthiihu.h, I nielhldcndorh.oddIsnipldcliv-

.ryjob or $m.lhins lir.tn . h ir pobsbly nor e dir-
licuh for saa6 ro ctiE s D.otl. wor*ing lshc
ba.e m go hdr. fc log rim6. I donl sd bd!d.
| { .lsy3 find llin8s b do."


