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Thoughls on NOORDAM
ond QE2

An inlerview wilh Coptoin John Scott

By Rlchord H. Wognel

atLir Jofin Sort's subsLnrtil .xFioa sr s
h.r included .v.rythi.8 fbm *oding on
blnai! bea md sheep qrie6 ro comnmding

som.orlhe non luxurioDs pNngerrhipsaflmr. tte
is pEsn(|, crpbin od msb .f Holtmd ame.io
Line s NOORDAM, dd smD.nyt ldd co,* ship.
B.f@ .mins b Holhnd Amdio in 1995, h. *s
Chi.fOmc.rd tt'e l+endr.y QUEEN ELZAAETH
2. As a csuh. he kuiqD.! sito.r.dbdi$Nem.
of ih. similariries md dii].r.nc$ b.r*een a noden
crui$ ship such s N(X)Rr,AM md lh. vo.dbt.

Sco( bt6 oIsid.nbt. pdd. in NOORDAM.
H. wB thc shjpt fid nsre. md sood hy he. lor fiv.
nonrhs *hil. sh. *s b.i.g conirden d tn.
Fiicdiid yril na Voie, tcty. "tr *6 Elty qun.
sperrule MtchinE h all .m. inro rl'. y,rd. Dohs
of hcls . dly ominA in punina dtt dr s!tro.. tr
*a r nNrv. op.di.D b g.t ir lll herc.,

''QE2 k a Iovely ship, ! bduiiful slip. I rhol
ou3hly cnjoted my tiDe on hcri C,phin Smn poin6
our pDudly rhd he *a Esponsiblc loru nlmb€r of
imovlti$s on QE2 iDcludiry $. 'ad!r n.n ds $.
vhelh@, dr gug*qs urd in cruig po.!: dd rh.
fru-rood F*ling q lhc b.ida.. 'l s t t d ln.
piotoaE h3 sd ey .hd h b.forc I Bc $.re or inar is
whiL l l.s th.E or tnll is minc or rh k nins.'

Th.Noshipse similarin si4. QE2 h96l
fd lona while NOORDAM ie s60 fd. Bolll shipce
rppmtiD.r.ty 1(r fel *idc. NooRDAM is M6
*hrr hB.r in glN roug.: 32,300 v.66 7q327.
Along thc 5m. li6, NOORDAM wi6 rppoii

n,r.ry r.900 p.senA.6 vcEus t,723 for eE2,
rhftoqh alis in QE2l.m., hs pasr3q c.pdci-

At !h!t p.inr rhc sinitsirid .nd, eE2 rrs
built in lhe btc 1960s l'&ecd upon i unique d.sign. Her
lo.B, sk t hull s6 d6ign€d ro cur riesh ln. nush
*,LE of drc N6nh A&nic md hs srel G rhict s I
*shiD. Sh. b p'trpcll.d bJ M hdirion.l p6p€ d
sh,ns .@hd ro No .lcric hoioB *lich & po*
eEd by.i!e dicsel cletrac dginB. H.roriainltcoi
war !]0 nillidn blt Cun&d e{imares rlut ii hrs sp.rt
15 tines thri mount on rfirine hc, ovcr rh.l,n 40
'qB jftludina r ll30 million oDv.Bion fibm nem
ro dicsLe|ebic pows in t936.

Deliv.Ed ro I lollrnd AnFia in ?006, NooR,
oAM d rpproxim,tcry J400 nittim 'nd h rh. trrd
v.uin ofdr "Vid!'ctuis sl p dEigr. N@RDAM
is th. fdnh ship of tl s d.sisn pnaha*n by HAL bul
ditr6 lrom hd sisrcN in rhrt h.r ncm suDcBhrlluE
has b.en lenarhoncd b yi.td 35 moE obiir, ,Out
slcm k.bour z00lons hervis rh{ lhc ods rhips."
This iddnion ,l$ equnld shryln.nin8 |hc ahipt bu!
bo6 bor b @p.nsr. for dk addd wcisfir in th.
ffi. H@.v6. "rmtudly, rn E i$1 nsh ditr F
cne bd6 inis slip !d dE rhr otdd $iF."

"Ihis is !.rurtty rfi. fioi M${t rs ship buil.
*en rhouBh lhd ft onty fou in our nd. p&Os
ARCADIA hb8sicallyoursnip. it oriBin.tt, w&s !o go
lo cunfd a rhe QUEEN vtcmRlA bol ir eenl io
PAO. TEhnicdlX by sd l!rg., shc b dE m._
ShcMlly rtrd lpp.rm**isq slE is wry simile lo



thir. Ir Ms modifien a ln ebirrohakeherloolhor€
like r Cunarder and tnen re modified in order to nake
her lok lilea P&O ship. She k. how*er.oneofour
five hulh, iflou like. 

'nre 
undeRater hull desisn hr

b*n usd by Cosb, Canival. no! P&O, and ou.
selves. So. basicalln rhe undeNater hull h quir€ Rell

Cunndt QUEEN VICTORIA. whi.h ftchdy
tunr into seaice. ako bean a relation ro NOORDAM.
'The ner one, QUEEN VICTORIA. k a liile bit
longd, a lilb bn more powerful, and should bea litle
bir faee. Bur basically. she is an imprcved md uF
mrcd vesionofthisdesiln. I'mnorsurerh rhe ieel
rhickne$ sp.cific.ridn is d what de inrerior firour is
like bur they may be makins her more ola liner She
lill b€ lon-ls ad rherefore r lifrle bit deker rhm
rhe* shipsand Inen yotr nfib lool moE litea liner"

Irnerd of a tmditional prcpeller shrn amnge
mcn! as dn QE2. NOORDAM n prcp€lled by No
''ozipods. which can ruh 360 dqrees ro prop€l rne
ship in an, dnarion Capbin Scot de$ribed m zi
pod.s h.vins rheprolileofrrudder" At the botom,
rhcrc h rhe electic moror ed the p.opeller is ar de
tonr pulling the ship Ihmulh rhe *arer HavinE the
popcllgin lhc frcnr freinsrh ir is Iumin8 in undis
ruded *ars ' - 1hcrc h no inrerfercnca ofIhe warer
now coming our under rhe ship and around the side of
rhcship. So, rhei ]ou aer a beGr flow of warer on rhe
trcpeller WheEas convenrionalln the popeller is al
rhs cnd. e you have the liflins. rhe bEclteb. and rhe
ptupsllershaft inrerferirswnhthewater flo*. wnh$e
pods, tor juj Eer r iRishr ptrlLofmdkurbed *arer
Thc .zip.{ is about 5 or 6% mor efricied dm fie
sbndad pnpcller becaus ofthe better wcr nos. [n
dddition.l ir frees up space wirhin rhe ship becausc you
donr have lneclectic roror i', rh.srcn shccs snd you
donl hav€ iem lhnne6. So,irsandder.pmpukion
ud  a  sh  rh ru ie ra l l i n  one  un i r .  I r s i vesyoua lo r

'' rhe dem ro nove rr'e ship

Whero$ QE2 obbins her potrer fiom nire
dic*l enaines, pow. ng NOoRDAM! eods N a
die*l elstic synem and a les tubjnc systen Whilc
CunlrdsQUEEN MARY 2 uFs its las iudine e.8i',.
ro scnente rhe exba po*er needed lor a lllrenonric
.rosing, such a syiem was included in No{)RDAM
ior svitunherral aasons 'h tra pDt in lorgolng b
,,\kskr rnd pons sheE \e nccd I v.+ vcry der

while NooRDAMk null dm nor hrvc rhc
sne lnicknes of slel 6 QE2. shc has very amd
*are.rish intesrity wc re acluolly morc !h!n double
hulled. ln nmy phc6. we hrve MooroEowsot
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cdfllh Johh ndr

laDks. They have an ourer hull, iilnjng, ai lnnerhull,
and quire olten we Mvc dorhcr *r of 6nks on rop of
lnar. The $ip is dividcd inro wlrer riBhr an6 doRn in
inebw.rponofthcship we have *ateniehr dooB rlDt
slide,cn$ and hugc hydraulically-poweEd dmx and
we c!' brclr lhc slip inro dnB. We could flo.d so or

''QE2 wd buil! to run.oo$ rheAtlantic and ro
do cruni"g asasidclinc. Thisship R$ buih asacnile
ship QI2 is uomousl, mdrc p.*ertul rhD rhh ship.
w. h.ve 43,000 ho* power pbpuhion-wise ud she
lhlt 110.000 hor* poyer" Actually, Capbin scoli
norcd. no orc h $1rc hos nuch power QE2 ha b€c se
Nh.n hq pos$ planr sG boih rhere *as no nems of
Lsrint lhc mounr of po*e. the sysGm wd epable of
Scnc6tiDg. So rhe' rook rhe propulsion moroB up to
thc Iimn ofrhc rhlnts rh.r rhe]' cor'ld re$ ir aSdnd md
sid okay rhdls enoush. So nobody is ever quile lue
how mu.h powryou could ser out of rhos moro6
tuircsuLt, $ehasveryfinelinesandsheislery,vcry
fan lnded. QE2 is lne fanen pas*nger ship in s.n-

2



I! conlEs! NOORDAM co do ob.ul 22.3 or
23 knots. Aut i! deFonds on ehor Ne m doilg. If wc
!rc up in .hc cold h.nudcs, lncn w. @ go irslcr At
penl [duine ! cdibbs cruisl, ]e c onrins
fir* AC mnpres$u ro ksp thc an condilionirg
Soing we e usin8 aboul ll.9 megawons of pore.!
b,siolly lor liehE, an @ndiiioning. od inal gpc of
lfting We @ using about 23.4 Ine8al$l for topul-
sion. we ocnully slow down d!.ing dE day. Then,
o.@ the Salley slops od all lhe enletuirndt stops, lhc
*h elediciry gN !o lhc pDpuhion molm in thc
pods s etully ou sF€d vfhs dep.nding on lhc leD-
p€ature, ud als whar im. of day i1n. we nowdo*n
ahour rhft qurneN ola krcl 6 .veryhing shits going

wnile QE2 wour,, b. lhe cr* wjnner in a
poinr'b-poinr @e, NOORDAM hs rhc cdB. when ir
comesbnm.uveEhility.'QE2 haoreenomous rud-
der md only 900 hoFpower bow rhnsrec, She ges
ve.y fd in on dierion. sne eas @ud @m.6 very
*ll at frst sped, bul she! she com6 io slou sp.cds,
ir cm be very .rcirin8. wh.rs heE on NOORDAM,
we hrve gol 7 dd a holf lhousd hoepowe bow
thrusB od when ae luD lhe pods mund, in rho
naneuvenn8 modq we hNe gor cboul 16.000 houe
powerdoM aftb go sidd,ys. sq i! a mDplercly dif-
leMt apabili9 of moeuv.ring bctween tie two
ships.' On. rsnit is tnrt NOORDAM is l6s depcnd.nt
on to8s, mrking herle$.xp€nsive b nn.

ln addilion, NOORDAM S b€ts hancueehbil
i9 rd shallower dnn n*e her noE suir.d for coir-
ins. QE2 could not dmk ir Doy oflhc cruis pons vis-
iGd by NOORDAM. hdee( Coplain Scolt could only
rhinl of rhepotu in rhc Cdibbo whrc QFz.ould
so alon8 side. Tiis is a big disdvdbge beaue b-
denng iis i'@nv.niot for euests by dd lalBe They
vst ro bc able lo walt s@ight 6horc. People do pe
fs ro walk 06 DoE tnu oyhinr chc.

Life onbMrd lhe two slrips also difered.
'Diffem. style of pengei dificMt cxpabriMs.
The plsngeB heE h6v. comc for ! va€rion. They

a mcans of t0nsponarion.
OFBtio@ll, oll smme( Ion QE2l i. ws baially rh.
liner dn. wc hd lo ru. ! ditrmn. style b€rue ofrhe
Nonn A mtic *atfier - - lhings had b be srewcd
doM, lashen doM, r lol moE lhan re ned herc. lr
ch. sith difaeEnr exp€ctltions. Msy paple ue rhe
QE2 6 a nems of tlGpod.tion, insL.d of flyinA.
'nrey would @m? b€muse 6ey ranr.d ro ao f6m Ne*
Yolk io SoutJ'mpb!. I}lc, didnr 6ne bsaue rhey
*mr.d b cdi$ ftom Ncw Yo& b Sorrhdpron. dry
had ro ser jitrn Nea Ycr b southmplon. They 6uld-

n1, *olldn ! or didnl edl lo flt. We al$ h8d paple
lho NeE i'nftstcd i! ro*int'

'QE2, pob8bly beasc ofthe tun she did. had
norc people rho wcrc bcll$ known. Pbple, ifrhey
wce Soing lo N.w Yo* fom soulhMpron, $me of
lhcm ww {roing il for a shon voerion. five days. So,
lhere w smc elcb.ilics, smc weu knom pohial
fiBuE\ me *.ll t.oM businN figurcs, qui@ a lo. of
old establhhed noney. Hse, people ft su*sstul bur
thsy e norc low koy. You do gd sme surpi*s h*
bul on Cunard yor wcE a litrlc morc aware of them.
Als, bcces offjm h0d moe b do wirh pa*4si
y.u had to dal *nn lncm $d se rhen.i

ln June, it w6 dnounced lhat QE2 *orld be
levine senice in 2003 in order 16 b6dne d fldrine
hoel in Dubai. While rhk daision ha sled QE2's
fde, the qle$ion remaim rhdher the 40 yfl old ship
could have rcmained in servi@. "Sdcbmlly, cedinly
hull-*ise, she ha go. 60 yea leR." Alons the sse
li..st lhc lBc ol $e Dow plinr Ms not m ob3tul. to
@nlinued op€mtion. When the ns engiDes weE
insklled in 1936, n *.s predicred rhd they would 16r
unril20l0. Howder. ,€nsins m Ephehlq You co
t*p Eplrcina pft. We bl* one up b,ck whcn I s6
onb@d. Wo hid to cur r hole in tne side Dd ble one
ehole engine our. s.. ifrhe' had rq rh.y could ctrrr
hole in rhe si& rdjusr dide rhm our md pul rew on6

However, theE *eE seveEl issu6 thll djl| poe
m ob$de ro rh. shipt @nrinuire virbility a a busi

FiE! lhere M lne pmbl.m of EnoviDe lhe
wedd elemeDb ofrhe shiCs iDhrior so s lo mate her
onplimr *ith rhe SaLry of Liae 6 S€ RcBulotiors

Smn4 wnen ship6 get old their pip€s sd ro
ao. ln addnion. $me oflhc Elaed openling syiems
af nd ld4er sr€arhe an sd r. costly ro opemrc.
''rheE ft rhinSs lite $e d@snt hrvc . vacuun roild
3ynem. Sh. ns lhe sdlng,wrisled rush of s ward
tle ones. In rfiG dly and o3q you re.lly have to hrv€
r vacuum sysiem b€cou$ of the volune of liquid.i

Finally, somc of lhe @omn drtions on QE2
no loAer nsr up lo lhc amnnodaridr plssn
g.6 exp€d on moden cDise ships. "I rhinl rh€ o BiDrl
One D€k cabins ft ageles. ftoe lov.ly onAinrl dh-
ins, dx}, will Dever age. Dek Two mi&hips, rhe nid-
dL srioD, rhrt G ni€. But vhcre she rffi cdins ntr
tnc Conpurs mom, rhere ire $ne pEty boxy sbiDs
in rheE. lFrcn o busiic$ p€nperive] whether sh€ is
sonh Suning lhos ections and puting new rconnG
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