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A CONVERSATION WITH
CAPTAIN ERIK

An inlerview with Coptoln Edk Slqndol
Mosler of Royol Coribbeon's
Explorer of lhe Seos

By Rlchord H. Wognel

.pLin E ik St.{bl i5 ! $Ii{pok.n ndiv. of
A.ao, NoNry. H. is l|i. n6d of R6t!t
Cuibba, Intfuio.Is EX F oalfi. 56

dr @ul! Voyqsbs di.. shjD du ha b-.
oFnri.3 our of Nw Yo* Hainor (B!ysG. Nc*
l.rey) !i@ 2007. Annomenb d.r rfi. ships
public.ddB sttu b.gin wi.h a ftirndly md info.
Fii Tl|i3 h Caruin Edk. . . ." I{is Ebxed,6y-
soins mDnd indiql6 comfon wiih commDd. Ar th.
s. tim.. hk yourhfll rpp.rm€ giv.s no clu. 6 h
his susholill cxericncc or ro rhe F'gemnce ir rml

wl.n h. qs ot $hm| copbin st{dal slud-
ied io b.com. ! sftill.d wo*mm in v.nrildiion sye
@ms .nd sll.d ii rhdr hd. horh b.forc lnd .n.r
sNing i. NoF.3id Amy. H@evd. b. doy. I
lok.d mund m. md I rhoudt my tu.ld *a vcry
smill .!n I s y DsLd b do m.6ins ele."

Hc denbd dd h. *ered ro so td s bd
chrBing fmn oi. p'nf6ids ro ldhd *a mr .$y.
Fid, b.lc .nFllilg in a ndnim. acrdfly. n h.d
io .n. r @ 'r c.ire$nxkrE ffi in Ftp.*
tio. H. !l$ hd ro s.in em. *Fdffi d s. "l
sF.t.spl of y6 d ln.Norrh safBh.a6. Yo
k n sdlins rbod ffaEhip rhlr you donl do
out h.F, You Lm things sffdshipotheE but in
i difr.Enl *!y. lt is much moE hmds on h.$cyou
!E in i smlll ship d mBI s6."

An.r $Ee yes lh. Bsjtime lcad.mx
Sllndll woded on the f.dies rhrr conneei lho
Scrrd inlviin coundid. That grve h im lhe dperirns
ncd.d lojoin Royal c6ibb.o in 1996. "ljoiied6 !

qlem.#, m.Ii4 otrc, ddina d th. brid& od
doi.a 0r hud Gring. F'm d'cc, I wl lo Ssd
OffKa. Fid Ofrs, ChaforfiG md SbfrC.pLin."

"Explc is lh. fir{ slip I M drc p.m.Mt
c+bin m. I fifridkd s Eli.f opbin d ln. \6rrg6
ard on rh. Rh.9sodt" Sr.nd.l beli.v6 thx cdin8 !p
$rcun $. Mts sav. nim dE.rFide Equind lo
tdn. spbin. 'Eyen if you fi*. your crpbin's
li6*, ir d6nr hd,e * b€ c.pbin on a ctois
ship. Ilaspt i. or a coryo ship c6. hcE. h. Bould-
it tuv. rhe M. dddsnding ..p.cirll, of ih. hdr.l
op.Erid. I8@u$ n h such avibl pln oflhc crui*
busin.$,1 you hNe ro hrve rh. inrcEi h rhq hot l
opddid. When tou e going up th. 6nh Io. i
cDi$ shiDl yo! m e.l a Dreny sood u.d.Ellndin8 ol
thar opeErion sd ifyou do 'd nrv. i( yo will nor
hdi. dtbin. nbu8l rh* po3hio6 you hav. ro
wort hdd in nod wilfi lfie hoLl sid. oidF oFr.lion.
Ev.rlrhina )du do ha a .fi-i d s.lodt cls. lt
is li\. . v.ry lif SBis *&h uh@ ecrythfu h6 ro
a.ll into pl@. Feffplq soi's ilio t b.dc sh.E
* turpod tu oM ie cub.s. OE 8!y i3 spfo:.d
b td i€ d dp rend6. llir is d.he..dto h.rc
ro wlir for hi" tn mindq n will dchy ric *holc
op.did. I.willd.Lyrh.el*aoi'3ahGba.6
ilEE GG 16tndfr. This is tsn vou nrv. io und.F
shd ot6. hor.l o@ri6. Of coue, you ils hN.
b km lhe busj6 sjdc - - budg.ti md $ on dd ho!
ro n0nag. leople, how b dnv. dc numu l@. in lh.



de* rhni ho* ro 'na.uc p$plc hak
cvolvrd fl 'nanlgin! a(e$ dr r:cn'
irc o'idnted sni! is not r sne as ir

usd !) b. You cmr fonr p.opt tu bc

ro cour fltuEllr md rou.in onl) do rhar
b) 'nrling t'(opl. $n.hds enj(') *hril'.)
art doin! fli h.in-q \here rhc} an Iheold
ir.lc sirh i {irl is nor $elcoDc dithoru in
the cultu'c wc have now lhr tust'cd n'un
b. und B$rdlessofplicrhurlou hare no
{ipe\ dn )dur droulder or 6u rnd ! Mlf
inpsr on )ov shoulde. Thc nainrc .nr
lns the dur) h cofrr. ptubl.n!md b.hr\-
ior i5\ucs *irh enplorrs Il qnn.hd! ir
turdoin! shar n e\p€dcd or KluicJ in a
poritu'. )dtr.\pl.ii ir t0 rh. br{ riJ lid
rry ro trx'lcrhe unde6tand lt Ilr-oudont
lDFk. hi or h{ !nde6.d0dl. rhc \holc
prNe$ is \onhles lf lotr tol. nnndn. i',
lnd m c rhen \ign r paF-r rhd sri the)
ha\e ddic $nrrhin! \rorg o rhc\ donl
undeBlmd tr ol accen $.''gh.r the]
rill b. hrl in \erv err \lr lr\L ro set
peopl. tu .8r. 3.d \illins and tut h ro

srill- uvci n a senL!..ricit\l busi
nc$. rhc htdnional miltur- rj-lc Iicnrdry
otr drips to rins nEes!r.. Ar *a. yotr need to havc
ir inv,nr\!!1 lr is-or.ornu. ror !\ {n...s rh.i'il-
ir.'r. hrrrhcs\i.m tuncions i' rh
arnallcoDnunnt o'l in ! !.ui,n,irj \ou ha\. $m.
ordcr h {nhlcenain peopJc il[ fte depdmenr.
the plicc{ tun. Som.!n. vri.r) hrstomal.rh.
decNon! I{)'rrrhipl lau Mr. rhc Dnli're \j-sreD i'r
lrdd n, no[e ir clear\ho is n ns r|[deckions .a
lenair dcsrcc ol Bper llr rlr orliccrs ofrhe ship

']f!ou wolk ii a buli,,cir {ru6ide. votr,E
tt li '.ish( bom a dat atul r|Ir so hon,e. Heft. rhr

p€ople rfr rolerhd r.r/7 r6t rt \d{ lDt e\eDoDe
rrd! i llrn'nunitrlad pu' thetrr ln rcir) halland qid
a'm notr or \or .rc long r) h\( h.E for rhc n(i
rhfte Rnrhi r s'n suR rharJ.u tr.uld lr!\e b e{!tr
li\h q!trc c\ta ne\ addirionrln'lci rnd son ro matc
n *.rl lri\ tror ro al.lilcdi icnl tur rnr-onc. In
fdur. rh( crc\v oppreciaie havi"s n'lcrrrd rcctrlari.n! in
!.ncsl rr kllg N rhct uidc^rri(l rl,str,. As lo.s rs
rhcJ- llno\r rhd is exFcr.d rnd $hd i!.llo*ed aDd
.or !ll()$ d. tlEr mat s p.opl. conlntuble.'

Thc nBnrg.me s)nem on icruisshipmui
lonposd ofi'aq

naloNlirics and thar ficru ir (Bidenble cuhunl
dive^n_\. "Ihc hFks.rrtrles{d Rlrl ionscri$'n
v.ry hi! nnndimes 6ut N! rll com Imm difieRni
6rckga)!n'l\.trd eh isobvirnato D,c isnorobvnn'!
to rl'c onc \(rling nerr ro me I rkc *hcn I cdne r,
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mnp.ny md ihe b€$ shiD.

''I liinl it sould 6e
rery ditrcuh ro sy rhd th.E is d
lyFicrl posnger o. Royal
c!.ibb€e. we K p€ople of all
rses, fisn all pitu of siet,, and
fom difrddt naiiootilies. So, I
mt ey thll rhle h a typidl
sbrp of p€ople. Wh w. of.r
loday h cdising is e difieEnr
b sne ye6 4!, tuf e $
m.ny lhiner th you ca. do. ll is
no longs about siding in r dtr*
ch'n *nh a b|fker der your
krc.s Frding a good book lnd
w'rchinB rhe strnset. By dl
m.ai ifyau chms io do rha! I
sluL you l@ bsue Elding is
rbsldely p€n of ctuisi.g bul

I dink it i5 a !e.y
gmd fom ofvRdion. You 16*

3

caebh sd,tul .a,,1 h6 afcds M k. bti,ts..

Royal Caibbean. I N6 Mnded this book in rhe ofiice in
odo *hen I n.ned. lone rhine h sid] was lhd I Nould
have to siow o.E a dry Do you ffilly ned b cll
psple rh'I? lr rml ne d shon lnne ro figurc oll rhar for
ne ir is obvious bDt maybe nol for everybody ele.

Arolhs twn for hwing nles, reguldions dd
*iten policies i'is nddardianion so *hcn Ia .rcw
memb€fl m.s on one shit e ve e able ro op€nr.
sinild, Clv nemb€N like ro kno* rh is .ipe.t

Sundudi4tior is al3 viewed as impona in
mdkdina ctuhe' lf i p€6on hs 3 good tim. on on.
Royal clibb€on ship md kiows lhat lhey all op€Ere
sinildy. he or she is moE likely Io t' dorher Roral
Cdibb.d ship. Nonaheles, guess $m.tines f.vor
one snip oler oolhei For some '6on. you al*a)s
g.l comndc fron guests eying thb ship is $ much
tun ed tnis one is nol s ftn, T1l.rc qn b. sp.cific sn-
urrions rhar cm dr e Ihings. Ma),b€ rhe creQ is noE
hippy on onc irincEry rhrn on dorh&, mrybc it is th.
nonag.mdt o. bdrd lhat hs a sligl'tly difreEnr slyL.
Even ifrhey follov tne policies, it 6 b€ r differenr sr,
ofnnningrhi4s. [For.xaopl.] w hlve d eEculiv.
em oD b.ard ExploEr rhar vo*s very well rogerher
.nd is very opd ro di$u$in8 id.6. The creq cin fel
lnis ad it En(c on $cn pcrfomaM,'

AbDg tne sme lines, differences cin €he'ge
our ofth. drural compdirive s@rk in p€ople. !u$a
in si.ty in e.n.ml, p@ple unl to work for ln. b€st

Nr ihe piice od comp.rc n sit|l sbyirg in r deent hoLl
lwh6l yo! noe to buy i' lddirion lhe d sd lll 6e
o$er 6ings. Ifyou hitenl b.€n ro ihe Cdibb€m dd
yau go on ! ship, you go lo thae. foui mayb. five dia-
fercnt plees ud sp€nd r linle iir ot tine lheE. You
mne bdck onboiJd. have a nice denin& shms, r ged
dinnerddyou s*e up inan v rle, a n.N islrnd- Ia
yo$ tnd a f,lorirq , ptre you Er y ti*e, rh€n you cm
go b.ck. If you 30$newheEtruhiv.dlyiadabour
in lhe 6dhnr.s lb sp€ndl ! *noG mek Lvotr ruy fird
onl rh. $Md d.y n is nor whil too *dr rnd yor *inr

''some p.ople jun use us ,s a medod of lrone
p.turion. Olry, n bkes nore rim€ bui rt led you did
nat have lo go rhsug! lh. airton. Flying loday h nol

'''In.rc e nony choicd. Lik I sid, jfyou
wlnr ro sby or bod od 5n in o dsk chair od Els
when everyone el* ges 'shoFyou cu. fidbed-
Iy what you should da. You sant lo si. on a hoM or on
! h.och. you c{ go do lhot, Tletr, you nove lhe olh.r
ones who *ur b * as much a posibl.. n'ey Hlirc
you s sljll hlve lh. d.ni.g onboard. Wh.l b.B.t
fom ofvkarion m you hrv.?'
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