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AT THE HELM OF
RUBY PRINCESS
A conversollon wllh
ler of Ruby Prlncess

by

Coploin lony Yeomons,fhe flrsl mos-

Rlchord H. Wognel

opldn Tort Ymmbs is lhc nana of rie ne}
Ruby Prim6 . ship rh.r mbodiB i. noy
w.ys rll rhd Pri|Is Ctui$i h6 ddelopd

ov?r ln. 16r d.6d. ,irh tu hignly succ*tul Gtrd-
cl&s oa neg&cois ships. The qu.nion mlurally
a!i&s rho is lhh p.Mn who ws &tcred for lhh
imporunt @nDsd. | 't@rly hod &c opldruiry io
rllk wirfi copLin YMm\ I native ol D.ar. Engted,
.b.d his.eed hn ndconmMd

Capt h Yoma8 b€SU nis nruriat *er in
1967 wi6l Triddt Trnke6. a subsidiirt of Bribin s
v.ftnbre Pcninsulo ud orienLl srs N,vigatiotr
cmpsy (Pao Lift), wheE h. wo*.d on on ot
th. fi6r shiF b cdry iliSri in on6iftB. ltosdd,
he 5{s Dov.d ovd ro P&O! prs.8.r division. n{n-
ilg on tne 28.790 grc$ bn OMvo.

Like nodm ctuis shipq Oeva woutd eil
ii circuib lhai b.g!n md cnded in d. sme pon.
Hokvcr. *itli. $@ ciEuib BeE a ed.s of poinl ro
Doid voyoe6. Sh. *ould beein *irh. six-*cl voy-
4. f'm B.iuin ro Ausbli& A N€ts shir rfi.
fid clds *6 @uri.d bv .Muns lnd Drds; *ho
qere Boing ro visit IhcnchildErwho had enignled ro
Aushli. h lourbr cl6s, lhcre woutd b€ yourg
Brihs yno w cni4ding od youia ausfltims

who rcE duming nlm toudng Eunpc.
Wh.n rfi. 5lip l@hd Aushtil rh. pas$n,

3cu vould dis&ri od sirh r n$ sr oa pash-
s.q Osov. *ould 30 on a six-w€k voyrgc Nlnd
th. Pacific c0lling rt Song KonB, J.p€n, ttaraii, L.s
Angles, Aopulco, N@ Zetdd dd th., bacl ro
Ausdalia Th.rc, she *outd pick rp rie "Mums ard
Dds eho ,nd ben visiling .hct chitdai s E 6 .
'B sel ofA6hliM rouis 4d hdd baca h Bribii

"Ju.ior otn6 usei b .ar in rhc ii6t cl6s di.-
'ng mm in .h. diq. IieEwrcrwobbtesed@h
on. st rb.ul 14 ofiiceN in grr larhd mchds. In
rho* doyr i. wrs m.s kil [fomil dniE] ev.r, nishr.
lllc tE cl6s pasngcu us.d ro suDply us wirh rhr
vtm cvery niBhr W.everhrdiobuyein.. h*6!

YMrnk '.xl ehip, rh. Hin.tay& did i*o
*eek cruies lbn auslllia. conhry ro dlr ndion
rhrt cruisiB hls hdilionally b.en rbc prcvine of
Etirs, th. a!.6s. lse [of6c lrssns.u] ws 26.
And on olth. Himalay.s 1.200 ,Bsn36, I la
rfid 361 u@ siiSl. LMt6."

E!. ult YFmos wa Bigr.d b rh. t4-
end'ry Cdb€m, P&O! fl.eship. ,Sl'e v6 . sed
ship in nlny *ays bur d. octud mdculembitily bn!
lot to b€ desircd. Sh. had tlin scrcws ed ! sna nd.
ds As sr 6 you gol n@ Idd rnd Liod b Ao ftdd



Thn Bls bd0!s. cn,iring w$ nor *hd thc
Carbera hod been designcd b dd. she Ms builr i"
1961 to do teq ruN h.rrccn llribin and Aunrilia ard
.ould each sp.{ds.fl3Inoh. ad\hen(neemirri r
tradc shined ro jeh. fmhln b€came i cn'ls :l!ip.
BEll doins moftthm ll knoG.

Yrcmans r.crll5. h.\e\.l on. cruis ldr! 'n
lHcmer\heEr $m neeled todo 16 md r h.lf
Lnob in oder to !d lnnn rhc azoas ro EnllMd on
rme TheE Nas a hr ol hlr rhelher she lu'ld h-
able ro do it. 

'rhednsincc.i'id 
rhrr ir *ould ralcrlrc..

maybe four hou* o a.A 0ntoz6.ndahrlfkn.6 h
sas les rhff m hour lcr *e s.r away thd rhscngi-
ne.r called me up d {'id \|]c me trp r. spccd. Do
rou ldr anr morc? And rhc click-cla.l fiom rh!
autopilor lrs it adj$red rhc rudde' b iar ( d'Rl
rhar$ehdrl$nrsi'ncal\irhrorall)diepp.an{ lr
\zs jun silenr Sh. did iot i.d an\ ruddd d 16 ,nd
a hrlf knors. Tt. \t. of rhc rudder \as corNr |ilr
\har she h.d b..r d.UtrLd tu do in rhe riN nl!..
Toral silenc.'- Do vibmrn

Me.nuhilc. shLcy McDondld had hegtrD
orerinsciuisei lon l.d\ rshs r. M.rico otr n sl'it)
rh.r he had chanccd llc els r.rt r!..estul d ir '

Sin.c rhc.hrdeed drif *rs crlllrl rhe Pnnces l)d.
McD.nlld €lled hr\ NnpM! Pnn.e$Cruiqs

B! rhe onl! l970s. rhe porenri.lofrlr $tr
c6r crui* ma'llr hd .aded P&O\ ancdi.n and
it nariondl a N{ \rip. rhc \pn ofLond.n. i" l.\
Ansles. Hordv.r l'&() yrn dcud.rl dur mrh( n!.tr
comp.r. $irh Pincei{ ir"o(ld bc bctr(ro!.quiE th.
compln! a|d Pri!.e$ (lui\c\ h.clmc ! suhsidirl- ol

Follosirgrhc rqriririun. P&O purcha$d iI
Prin.esdrr*. shi|I drnr ltin.ess !.s rh.trclnnenng
. - rhc P&in. Prin.sr drhc lshnd Prin..s \lhilc
b(! ED'eDb€RJ ld rl'ct n,l$ itr rhe popular l.\.

@btrnding shiDs 'n rtunosn.i3h
hland \.r sup€. ltr\trnDus.ltrp!
'noE luruious th rtrtthn!.ls
Onc ol rh. ptrblic nnn! {mds orf panicul'rlr i'r hi\
Nno+ sllrhe tumirurc sN sl

Ar rl'e s'ne rioc. I,&1) htrslcred the spnirol
LoMon ro Pri"ces. cmmi|lg hcr
Iriuritulship. c.nncd{ Yd!trrrs- \rho $iled .n her
for noE rhaD si\ \r!6 I cirnc on !s *rotrd otll&r

"ft. nd ner \hiprh! tr. ftrll! buih rasrhc
RqalP.inc6slrotr I'&(t\ d.n'it in le3l sh.\sl
! rotrlh ima!a.v. ilp id lru rn. - - rllouiside$rE
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in!. 1.200 passn8eB. I did dod so ye6 lnere dd
rn it ws back ro rh. cmh.rr'

ln rhose drys, rhcrc Ms 3i1l movement ofptr
sincl beMeen P&o md Pri',ccss l{osevei rhe rso
lincs *eE developins divcrBclr ch6&re6 dEt *ould
'n*c such movemenb ircruri',gly mE rs rime went on.
lior elmple. Princels wls &qniring s cpubrion for
havin8 lGlir renaunnb *irh lhlier sbfi r'hile p'sn
ac6 on P&O exp€red hdnionrl Bdrish dinins *irh
lndirn nafr. Al5. rhc l'&() shiF *eE nonly r.m
ships Rhile rhe Pri.es ship\ *e dicel elaEic moror
ships. *hich made ir less ctrs, ro move e.einfrring p€r
ennel be$en the rwo uRB. overr p€riodofrime. ir
jundispp€md mdscrlhodt shyed*herefieyweE."

Retunins ro l)rincc$. Ycomus nexr asign
'ncds weE*irh rhe nr* 7?,000ron sun Princesclls
.fships lle sas daltcapbi. otr rhc tu*n PrincBs md
$rs involved in hercon{ddnr |tcrhe*6pmno!
ci to capbin ofthe Ser l'linces since the4 Ymmans
has sore on b command ninc dificenr Prires ships



Rnhqks aut Ru,y Prkces

Aner connandine th.
Grand-ch$ ne8!-fuise ship
Diamond Prince$ for thft ye!6.
Yeomms sssked ifhcsould likc
to be rhe fi6i caphin of P ncess'
ne{ Gnnd-cli$ ship. Ruby
ftinces. "When you arc ofieed
rhese lnings, n is nicc to t kcthem.
Yeomons eid with ! smile.

The pEc.$ofLj{i'8com
mmd of r new ship d6 ml b€gin
$e day of tho soiden voyoge or
evd when rhe shipyorddelileN dre
$ip ro rhe .ruie lin.. Indeed.well
b.foF d.Uv.ry- Y@ma.s t8eled
to Mrllblcone,lhly *heE rhe snip
vas being buill fo. her sea niak and
monlh of hcr construction. look up

inc, cxeEi*s and dills eaoh d!y, This pEpmtio
yielded diride.ds. al Fon kud.'dole. Ruby Prince$
u.deflenl her fiNt Unite! SLl€s Co6t Culrd inspec-
r'on. Tncy wec incEdibly @6pliDentory. Soro
w* lhe connent cards thd p6snge6 hmded in rr
rhe end of rhe snip's td cflis.

Mucn of lhis h6 ro do wid, lhe rtilude of tne
cew, 'Fom rhc fi6t &y on nere, she ha bo a very
hoppy ship. On most ships you Nalk @und ud liieE
e a rol of hoppy fa6 but here, rhey N alh6t ein-
ning li*e Cheshie €b mosr ofthe rime. ft.rc$.ms
ro b€ .nrhusism tiDuehoul the ship.

Rub, Princ.$ h.u.lf des.dcs $me of the
crcdiL whik $.rc hav. be€n m. ninor technisl
rlilches, lhey hav. ben fe fewer d'm wnat would
exp... on i ns ship. "shc hd b€n tcftilic. $e pG
pellcn keep tumin& In. ihnn.6 all wod( sh. males
her sped." Ind..d, .vd in a 40 krol grlc ofacmd
cayn.n durire her foudh cruis., dre ship ode oom

Ruby utilizes lndilional pDpcller shans Bln.r
rhd the Azipod Dopulsior syslms usd o em. tw
coke ships bul Y@mans do€s not se rhot 6 a disod-
vanlaBe. ̂Whcn pods fi61 mived, [Fopl.] reF ve.y
enttusiElic obo$ il. o[ I havc s mucn pow down
rhcre' md all dis b6in6s. Bu! dlen ln.y all sljded
bE.king down '- seals faiLd md all rhe rcst Th€ym
sl'll 6ilin& They @not b€ u$d in lhe *!y lhey N.E
designed 1o b€ usd. nEE aE limilctions on nos fe
you m sins ln. thinss cround ard wheln.r you c{
co anad and 6tem wilh lhem. So, keepins to tso
prcp.llcF, two rudd.D od ncm drosles, u. @ very
Mppy wilh it. Wilh th€ Ofld clq I hav€ nevs m

Ar lhc sne lime Pince$ was pndins toeether
a crew ior lhe ns ship. The ca/ain ofa ns ship has
lhe prililege of ftque*ine that cedain pedple be
asigned b nis ship. Ho$*ei onfident in rhe quility
of Prince$ bridAe offieu, Yeomans made dnly one
such Equesl and deLrcd ro Princes'head office for rhe

h w.s ditrerenr 'on rhe horel side. IThe *rior
horel offiers nadel quiE a lot ol choices ofrhe saireB
ard busboys who they kn.w seE good. The eme snn
hous*6pirC. lhe exeurive housleper m pick his
slrr.rcon stewords. TheE m so muy ofrhen ir is
imposiblc ro pick lhd oll bul ar lcst yo! ru ge! l
hard src lhat you knos willcome lh@ugh.'

Wh.n lh.y eoblcd in Mifalco.e. Ruby
Princss foud she had a vererm crcs rofa of rhe
EmeEld P.iDeq a sisrer [o rhe Ruby]. *e had about
150 cEu Fom 1!e Cmwq a sisrer ship. there rveE
aboul 70. Frcm my lost ship. rh. Dianond. there wer
65. so, you iNe tieF lsge €EUps of horel natrnai.-
ry tut nld b.er on siDilu ships wnn Princ.s. ln eto-
i fad, rheE was oDly l0 p€renr ofrhe cftq *ho had-
n t siled sirh P.inces befoE ud tnar l0 peNenr rveft
rllnBiciansuddflc€B. So,thewholeshiprcompa-
ny nad been wiln Princes befof and Ne weEn I terch-
ing syb.dy ne* bicks b€cruse de whole pmducr h
very much rhe same tnoushoi the fleet !

Stitl.vhenrhe ship hnlhe shipyrrd andsiled
acms rhe Arlanric ro Fod Lauderdale. Florida vheE it
was ro hke on ib finr p8senses. rheft q$ cfr tain-

BEYONDtHTPI.COM/|/TARCH 200t


